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Dates to Remember:

Monday, Jan. 5 - 6:30 pm
Financial Peace preview

Sunday, Jan. 11 - noon
meeting for shepherds and

assistants

Mondays, Jan. 12, 19, 26 - 6:30 pm
Financial Peace University

first three sessions

Wednesday, Jan. 14 - 6:30 pm
D.W.F. Executive Committee

meeting

Sunday, Jan. 18 -11:00 am
installation of officers

Sunday., Jan. 18 – noon
Planning Conference (with lunch) 

and Board Mtg

      Monday, Jan. 26
Deadline for February Newsette

info

 THE PASTOR’S DESK

The days are as short as they get.  The nights will not get longer.  In agrarian
societies this would be a time of rest and renewal.  The seasons were not merely
defined by the amount of light and the weather.  Rather, they were the rhythms
of life, providing times for work and growth and times for rest and nurture. 

The seasons show us something that may seem counterintuitive.  It would be
easy to believe that working as hard as we can all the time is the way to be the
most productive.  But the seasons remind us that the longer we go without rest
the less productive we will be.  Squeezing everything we can out of each
moment guarantees diminishing returns out of each future moment.  This is a
reminder we need as a society.

The writer of Ecclesiastes reminds us that there is a season for everything, but
in our society we have made every season for two things, production and
consumption.  The Israelites were instructed to give the land rest, not just in
step with the seasons but for a whole year every seventh year.  This was known
as the Sabbath year.  Even during the seasons and years of labor we all know
that they were instructed to rest on the seventh day of each week, the Sabbath
day.

Most of us don’t know how to Sabbath, much less make it a regular part of our
lives.  Days of rest are not regarded as a priority, rather they are too often seen
as being lazy.  But we, and the earth God has given us stewardship over, need
rest.  During this season when the trees are bare, the nights are long and silent,
and where the ground does not yield its fruit let’s take some time to rest.  There
is much work to be done for the Kingdom of God, but in order to do that work
well we need to honor the command to rest.  The work will be there when we
come back, and then we will be restored and gifted to do it.

Praying that you find some rest, Pastor Ben

VISION STATEMENT

“To share the Good News of God’s activity in our lives through witness and
service to Westover Hills, Stratford Hills, and beyond, in order to encourage
people to find their unique place in God’s family.”

SERMON TITLES AND SCRIPTURES FOR JANUARY

Jan.   4 - “Living and Dwelling” – Jeremiah 31:7-14; John 1(1-9), 10-18
Jan. 11 - “Heaven and Earth” – Genesis 1:1-5; Matthew 2:1-11
Jan. 18 - Dawn Barnes from Week of Compassion to bring our message  
Jan. 25 - Laity Sunday
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January Servants:

ELDERS 
   4 - Jim Evans - Johnny Grubb
 11 - Dolores McCann - Becky Murrell
 18 - Ross Dorneman - Linda Spencer
 25 - Brian Gradwell - Penny Gradwell

     Communion to Home Bound      
Bob Sears - June Sears

Mary Penn Hawthorne - Donna Wicker 
  

      DEACONS - all month
Jimmy Wicker:  Captain

Chris Hawthorne, Tammy Tripp, 
Tyler Hawthorne     

Substitute: Barbara Koch

USHERS - all month
Jackie Fore, Brian Gradwell, Johnny

Grubb 

 COMMUNION PREPARATION
   4 - DeLois Evans - Jim Evans
 11 - DeLois Evans - Jim Evans
 18 - DeLois Evans - Jim Evans
 25 - DeLois Evans - Jim Evans

PROPERTY OPENER/CLOSER
Jimmy Wicker

If you are unable to serve on the date
assigned, please arrange for a

replacement.

 

A NEW BEGINNING

As Donna recently reminded us, we are embarking on a new church year - and to
make that trip successful, we need everyone on board and engaged.  There are so
many opportunities to serve at Bethany Christian Church - pick one and let your
talents and passion shine.

So remember, Sunday, January 18, is a very important date at Bethany.  We will
install our newly elected officers and leaders and, following that service, hold our
annual planning conference, with board meeting to follow.  Looking forward, with
your help, to a productive and meaningful 2015.  ~ Ross Dorneman, Moderator

WORLD OUTREACH DEPARTMENT

Fifteen bags of nonperishable food items were taken to Bainbridge in November.
 

WORSHIP DEPARTMENT

We will be having Dawn Barnes from the Week of Compassion preaching and doing
the Children’s Moment during the Sunday service on January 18.  

We will be having Laity Sunday on January 25.  

Thanks to all who helped prepare the church for the Christmas season. 

Thanks for all your continued support.                 ~Geoff Gangloff and Lori Blair

Now is the Time to Join Choir!
There is no better time than now to join the church choir. We are starting the winter
season with general praise anthems and will begin working on Lent and Easter music
in a few weeks, so it’s a great time to get involved. 

We accept people from age 15 to age 100. (High school students are encouraged to
join for their community service requirement.)   The ability to read music is helpful,
but NOT required.  As a matter of fact, even if you can NOT sing, you can join us,
because Duane can teach you how!  If you are interested in learning, he’ll give you
FREE voice lessons to get you ready to be in the choir.  If you want to join the
choir, and also want to improve your singing, free voice lessons are available for you,
too; just call Duane and select a time.

Don’t delay.  Do it now.  We rehearse on Wednesday evenings, 7:30 to 9:00 pm.
Duane can be reached through the church office at 804-233-1066, or at his cell
phone, 804-245-9609. See you in choir!

Scheduled Meetings
and Services

 Sunday
   Sunday School  -  9:45 am  
Sunday Worship - 11:00 am
(includes Children’s Church)

Wednesdays - 7:30 pm
Chancel Choir rehearsals

Thursday, Jan. 15 - noon
Young at Heart at Peking

13132 Midlothian Turnpike

Tuesday, Jan. 20 - 10:00 am
D.W.F. Circle #1 meeting

at church

Thursday, Jan. 22 - 7:00 pm
D.W.F. Circle #4 meeting

at church

Tuesdays/Thursdays - 7:00 pm
AA meetings in Youth Center
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SHEPHERDS

All shepherds and assistants, please make plans to meet on Sunday, January 11, immediately after morning worship in
the chapel.  We will make some adjustments to the flock lists and discuss plans for the new year.  We will also welcome
a new shepherd Sue Marion and assistant Sheila Thayer.  Let Barbara Ozlin know if you are unable to meet. 

YOUNG AT HEART GROUP

The “Young at Hearts” will be going to the Peking Restaurant at 13132 Midlothian Turnpike on Thursday, January
15, at noon.  Contact Bob Sears (804-794-5419) or Vernon King (804-744-2134) to be counted in for the reservations.

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

There will be a meeting of the Disciples Women’s Fellowship (DWF) Executive Committee on Wednesday, January
14, at 6:30 p.m.  We will be making plans for our Ladies’ Tea.  The meeting will be over in time for choir practice.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Merrily Baber (surgery Jan. 29); Michael Britton (Charlotte West’s son); Carol Browder; David Brown; Ed Carpenter (Evan

Carpenter’s uncle); Pamela Cochran; Daniel Colbert and family; Billie Crawford; Jim Evans; Holly Fleek and family (Alton

family friends); Tina Frank (John and Linda Spencer’s daughter); Linda Grubb; Russell Harris; Ann Hasty; Hugh Hawthorne; Jen
(Margot Krantz’s friend); Mark Kimmel; Bob and Janice Midkiff; Hilda Murrell; Zachary Pletcher; Doug Reeves (Carol

Molinares’ father); Jack Rizek (Ben Moore’s cousin); Ken Roland; Holly Scholl; John Spencer; Connie Stroupe; Rick Williamson
(Sonny and Carol Browder’s son-in-law)

SYMPATHY

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to Betty Stargardt and family on the death her husband, James Donnell
Stargardt, on Saturday, December 6, 2014, and to the family of Gladys Wingfield Harris DeBerry who passed away
on Friday, December 19, 2014.

NEW MEMBERS

On Sunday, December 14, we welcomed three people into our membership.  

Diana Case Foster and Mark Aleck Foster come by transfer of membership and live at 5006 Wilconna Road,
Chesterfield, VA  23832-8166.  Phone numbers are home: (804) 276-8927, Diana’s cell: (804) 339-3283, and Mark’s cell:
(804) 339-3947.  Email addresses are Diana: dicase1@aol.com and Mark: mark.foster60@yahoo.com.  

Donna Gail Yates comes by profession of faith and lives at 4031 Sharon Court, Apt. #24, Richmond, VA  23225-4719. 
Her phone number is (804) 386-8727, and her email address is donnayates247@gmail.com.  She will be baptized later.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to John and Peggie Massie on the birth of their great-granddaughter, Isabella Renee Harris, on Sunday,
December 7, 2014.  (Chris Hawthorne is a great aunt, and Kristin and Tyler have a new cousin.)

THANK YOU NOTES

My Bethany family, I want to thank everyone for all their prayers and best wishes during our time of being newly married. 
We are loving being together her in Georgia!  It puts a smile on my face when I get notes from my Bethany family or when
I’m sent bulletins.  It is so special to know people love and think of us.  Especially those who helped shape me into a
Christian woman.  Sending our love and gratefulness to you all!  May God be very present as you all look around during
this Christmas season.                                                                              ~ XOXO ! always, Wyatt and Emily Wolfe
                                                                                                        501 Burke Drive, Apt. 611, Hinesville, GA 31313

I really appreciate the cards, visits, flowers, and continued prayers and attention for me.  Contact with my church family
means a great deal to me.  I’m still at My Home Away From Home at 1219 Grumman Drive, Henrico, VA 23229-5431
(right behind Regency Square).  It’s wise to call before visiting to make sure I’m not at an appointment; the house phone
number is (804) 750-2984.                                                                                                                   ~ Hazel Heider

Page 3 of  5

mailto:donnayates247@gmail.com.


The love prayers, visits and cards shown Don during his illness meant more to him and me than I can express.  Ben’s visits
and prayers were very much needed and appreciated.  Don loved having the singing visitors.  I really wish I was able to
write each of you for the beautiful service and music and outstanding food at the reception and all the work that went into
it.  Each of you are very dear to me.  Also, I so appreciate the beautiful peace lily from the church.  My family thanks you
also.                                                                                                                                                  ~ Betty Stargardt

A Christmas “Thank you” to:
• people who put up the Chrismon tree and some Sanctuary and outside decorations – Eddie and Phyllis Basl; Lori Blair;

Jo Anne Dorneman; Johnny and Linda Grubb; Sue Marion; Dee and Ed McCann; William Lynch
• people who put up the artificial poinsettia tree and the poinsettias around the church – Lori, Chloe, and Payton Blair;

Christopher Gangloff; Johnny and Linda Grubb; Robin Lancaster; Sue Marion; Sheila Thayer
• person who takes care of the Advent candle, Christmas items in the china cabinet, and window decorations in the

Sanctuary – Becky Murrell
• people handling the candles for Christmas Eve – Ben Moore; Ann Hasty

Our first memorial service reception was after Eugene Suttler’s funeral on September 16, 2005, over NINE years ago. 
A huge “thank you” to those people who put these receptions together by coordinating food gifts; buying the plates, cups,
utensils, etc.; buying the decoration; setting up and cleaning up; and most of all relieving some of the burden on the family
of the deceased.

To our members and friends, THANK YOU so much for the thoughtful Christmas love gifts.  We are truly blessed to
work in His service here at Bethany Christian Church!     ~ Ben, Donna, Duane, Lia, William, Marie, Emily, and Kim

DIRECTORY UPDATES

We’re starting to work on the 2015 Directory.  Please leave ALL your updates (new address, new email
address(es), omissions of incorrect information, etc.) in the church office.  Also, we still like to have emergency
contact information for everyone; this information is not published in the directory unless we have your
permission but is important if anything happens.

BETHANY CONNECTIONS

Starting this month there will be a new article in the Newsette each month.  It will be a
brief story or stories about a homebound member of Bethany.  This month’s subject is
Gay Purcell.  Gay is currently living at Sunrise at Bon Air at 2105 Cranbeck Road, Room
113, North Chesterfield, VA 23235-3505 / phone (804) 330-3635.  Gay is a long time
member of Bethany who joined with her husband, John, when their children were
approaching their teenage years.  The children drew Gay and John to Bethany where they
became active in the life of the church and found great friends here.  Gay remembers that
their son Jack, after trying to work for his dad, found a job that he loved working for Hugh
Hawthorne.  She also remembered a wonderful trip to England with Billie and Louis
Crawford.  Gay was a longtime member of our offering committee, the Jay Waters Sunday
School Class, and Circle #5.  If you have a chance to swing by and see her, she has
wonderful stories to tell and is wonderful company.   

THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH

HAPPY NEW YEAR ...

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive
it?  I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.                                             ~ Isaiah 43:18-19

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.”                                                                                                                           ~ Jeremiah 29:11
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by Jim Davis 
(from the cover of our Christmas Eve bulletin)

The Preamble to the Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is a statement of faith that identifies the
Disciples’ commitment to and place within the universal and ecumenical church. 

As members of the Christian Church, we confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and proclaim him
Lord and Savior of the world.  In Christ’s name and by his grace we accept our mission of witness and service to all
people.  We rejoice in God, maker of heaven and earth, and in God’s covenant of love which binds us to God and to
one another.  Through baptism into Christ we enter into newness of life and are made one with the whole people of
God.  In the communion of the Holy Spirit we are joined together in discipleship and in obedience to Christ.  At the
Table of the Lord we celebrate with thanksgiving the saving acts and presence of Christ.  Within the universal church
we receive the gift of ministry and the light of scripture.  In the bonds of Christian faith we yield ourselves to God that
we may serve the One whose kingdom has no end.  Blessing, glory, and honor be to God forever.  Amen.

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
January

 
  1 Chris & Joella Davenport  1
17 John & Peggie Massie 10
22 Hugh C. & Nancy Hawthorne 37
22 J.C. & Roberta Lewis 17

STEWARDSHIP CHAIRPERSON’S 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION
for January thru November, 2014

Pledges through November $146,400.96 
Expenses through November   164,565.26 

Net through November                 $ (18,164.30)
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