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 DEC. SERVANTS (cont.)

USHERS - all month

        Jim Evans
        John Massie

        Peggie Massie
       

 ELDERS    

   6 - Ray Crawford and Dolores McCann
 13 - Bob and June Sears

 20 - Kevin Scholl and Donna Wicker
 24 - (early svc) Dolores McCann and ??

 24 - (late svc) Brian and Penny Gradwell
 27 - Ross Dorneman and Elizabeth Little

     Communion to Home Bound      

primary: DeLois and Jim Evans
backup:  Johnny and Linda Grubb

 DEACONS - all month

        Captain: Jimmy Wicker
        Jo Anne Dorneman

        Christie Rolston
        Linda Walls

        substitute: Cari Alton

Dr. William E. Blake, Jr.
Interim Pastor

Donna Wicker
Church Financial Secretary

Duane Toole
 Director of Music

Carol Molinares
Pianist

William Lynch
Custodian

T o  s u b m it  in f o rm a t io n  f o r  th e

N e w s e t t e , y o u  c a n  s e n d  a n  e -m a il to :
bethanycc@verizon.net

Telephones:
(804) 233-1066

(804) 233-9515 fax

DECEMBER SERVANTS:

If you are unable to serve on the date(s)

assigned, please arrange for a replacement.

PROPERTY OPENER
and CLOSER  - all month

        David Walls

COMMUNION PREPARATION
   6 - Barbara Ozlin and Sheila Thayer

 13 - Lori Blair and Sue Marion
 20 - Brian and Penny Gradwell

 24 - (early svc) Geoff and Kim Gangloff
 24 - (late svc) Brian and Penny Gradwell

 27 - Dolores and Ed McCann

WORSHIP LEADERS    
   6 - Dolores McCann

 13 - Kevin Scholl
 20 - Kristin Hawthorne

 27 - Ross Dorneman

VISION STATEMENT

“To share the Good News of God’s activity in our lives through witness and service to Westover Hills, Stratford Hills,
and beyond, in order to encourage people to find their unique place in God’s family.”

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

“Late on a sleepy, star-spangled night, those angels peeled back the sky just like you would tear open a sparkling
Christmas present.  Then, with light and joy pouring out of Heaven like water through a broken dam, they began to shout
and sing the message that baby Jesus had been born.  The world had a Savior!  The angels called it ‘Good News,’ and it
was.”                                                          ~ Larry Libby (“The Angels Called it Good News" in Christmas Stories for the Heart)

SECURITY AND HOUSEKEEPING REMINDERS

T The wicks for the candle lighter for the Advent candle wreaths are in the office in the unlocked closet. 
T Please make sure that doors are tightly shut and locked and lights turned off if you are one of the last to leave the

building. 
T Please don’t leave random boxes, bags, or items in the kitchen, parlor/library, hallways, or office.  You need a plan

as to what you had in mind for those items and who is going to execute your plan, and label accordingly.

see calendar insert for 
dates and meetings
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Members and Friends of Bethany Christian Church,

Sometimes I wonder if Divine messages have been and are zinging at me, and I’m just too spiritually dull to recognize
them.  I’m going to take a chance that something blatantly trivial that has occurred in the last couple of days just may be
a Divine revelation – a message from God.

You’ve all had the experience of a song popping into your head; sometimes it doesn’t just “pop,” it hangs around.  I’ve
got one of those.  I don’t even know the tune; I just recall some of the words of a country song, sung by Waylon Jennings
– “Looking for Love in All the Wrong Places.” [also sung by Johnny Lee].  

The skeptic looks at Christmas, and says, “Surely you can’t believe that God is going to pin all the world’s hopes on a first
century peasant woman’s baby, one who, as one of your carols puts it, ‘lies in such mean estate, where ox and ass are
feeding?’  If you could show me a ‘King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, who reigns forever,’ I might buy it, but not some
poor, helpless, Judean infant.”  So what Waylon Jennings’ song began urging was that the skeptic, and perhaps many of
the rest of us, don’t hear Divine messages and see Divine events, because we are “looking for love in all the wrong
places.”

If you look closely at Jesus’ life, the Divine, the Holy, Love appears predominantly in the commonplace, the ordinary,
at times, even the lowest.  A “manger, rude and bare,” “tax collectors and sinners,” “lepers,” “little children,” “a widow’s
mite,” “humble and riding on a donkey,” “an old, rugged cross” -  all simple, unsuspecting spots for Divine Love to send
messages.  

Listen to how Waylon winds up his song: “You came a’knockin’ at my heart’s door; you’re everything I’ve been looking
for.  No more looking for love in all the wrong places.”  Maybe, just maybe, God has sent me a Christmas message
through this country song.

Blessings upon you all in this Advent and Christmas Season from Miriam and me.                             ~ Dr. Bill Blake
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT

Children’s Christmas Program
All young people in the Christmas Program need to be in the Fellowship Hall during Children’s Church on December
6 and 13 – dress rehearsal is both Sundays.  They may need to stay a little while over on December 13 (12:30ish) to finish
up details.  On the day of the program, December 20, the young people have to be at church at 9:30 a.m.

There will be NO regular Sunday School on December 20 as EVERYONE is invited to the Christmas Program at 9:45
a.m.  If you have questions, please call Carol Kimmel at 363-6312.  We’re making Christmas memories!

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  DEPARTMENT

Brunch after Children’s Christmas Program
There will be a brunch following the Children’s Christmas Program on Sunday, December 20. 

EVANGELISM  DEPARTMENT

Richmond Marathon – Thank you to these people who held signs of encouragement and God’s love for the runners
in the Richmond Marathon on Saturday, November 14: Chloe Blair, Lori Blair, Payton Blair, Madelyn Faulkner,
Christopher Gangloff, Alyssa Oatman, Eliana Oatman, Sarah Oatman, and Linda Spencer.

Cleanup and Put Away after the Fall Festival – Thank you to these people who helped on Saturday, November 14,
to organize and put away items from the Fall Festival:  Chloe Blair, Lori Blair, Payton Blair, Penny Gradwell, Carol
Kimmel, Alyssa Oatman, Eliana Oatman, Sarah Oatman, and Donna Wicker.
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Community Thanksgiving Dinner – Thank you to the people who set up, served, and cleaned up the Community and
Veterans’ Day Dinner on Saturday, November 14:  Chloe Blair, Darrell Blair, Lori Blair, Payton Blair, Brian Gradwell,
Penny Gradwell, Rod Grundy, Carol Kimmel, Mark Kimmel, Robin Lancaster, Alyssa Oatman, Eliana Oatman, Sarah
Oatman, Ollie Peebles, Frances Pully, and Jim Rountree.

PROPERTY DEPARTMENT

Thank you to Jimmy Wicker for fixing the leaky toilet in the men’s room in the Youth Center (with help from Mark
Combs) and to Jim Evans who sanded and repainted the paper towel dispenser in the Nursery.

STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT

Stewardship report as of October 31, 2015  (83.33% of the year)
Offering income received year-to-date $129,843.97  (91% of annual budget)
Total operating expenses year-to-date $132,098.89  (69% of annual budget)
• Year-to-date, we have also received $11,110.87 in other income (including interest and dividends) and accounted for
a $28,598.30 fund loss in our Perpetual Endowment fund.

Reminder: If your pledges are not up to date, please try to catch them up by the end of the year.  Thank you.

WORLD OUTREACH  DEPARTMENT

Bainbridge Community Ministries – Charles Stevens was kind enough to take our 10 bags of food to Bainbridge. 
Keep doing your part to feed those in need.

WORSHIP DEPARTMENT

Sign Language – Diana Case-Foster does interpretation for the deaf and hard of hearing (aka sign language).  If you
know of anyone who wants to come to church but feels uncomfortable because of his/her hearing impairment, please
contact Diana so she can help them.

Advent Booklets – Booklets are available in the Narthex and also by email.  Thank you to those people who took a few
minutes to share their Bethany Christmas memories.

Hearing Aids – If you wear hearing aids, please speak to Geoff Gangloff regarding sound in the Sanctuary.

Sound System – Thank you to Joey Oatman for working to install our new sound system equipment.

Christmas Eve Services will be at 5:00 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 24.
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SEEKERS CLASS

Please be sure to sign up with Linda Grubb by Sunday, December 20, if you are able to go to the Meadowbrook Country
Club on Sunday, December 27, for the class’ Christmas brunch.

Please bring gifts for the boy at Redd Elementary School and wrapping paper to Sunday School class on or before
Sunday, December 13.

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP (DWF)

Blanket Sundays – “Thank you” to all who donated on our Blanket Sundays.  We collected $625.50 for Church World
Service – 62 people will be warmer this winter or comforted during a disaster.

Soup and Chili Luncheon – “Thank you” to all who donated clothing, hygiene items, and cleaning supplies for refugees
as our service project at the fall luncheon.  Also “thank you” to those who helped with the luncheon itself with set up,
clean up, and food!

D.W.F. Circle #1 Update – We sent gift cards to all of our college students.  Our Christmas meeting and luncheon will
be Tuesday, December 15, at 10:30 a.m. at church.  Please bring gifts for the Grundy Mission School student that we
support.  We purchased five Bibles through the American Bible Society for the troops.

D.W.F. Circle #4 Update – We gathered food items for Linda and Noah Stephens for Thanksgiving and will do the
same (along with stocking stuffers) at our Christmas meeting on Thursday, December 27, at 6:30 p.m. at Barbara
Ozlin’s home.  We also purchased five Bibles through the American Bible Society for the troops.

Caps for Cancer – 88 knitted caps were made for the Cancer Center and Infusion Center.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Acute:
Florence and Paul Banks; Carol and Sonny Browder; our Search Committees

Ongoing:
Cari Alton Carol Browder Sonny Browder
Sophia Hernández Carol Kimmel Hilda Murrell
Ken Roland Gladys Rountree Donna Yates

members of our church family who may be struggling with chronic health issues, sadness, loneliness, and other
burdens

Extended Church Family:
Lisa Carlson (Carolyn Moore’s friend)

Donna Chavis (Donna Yates’ friend)

Hanshaw family (Donna Yates’ friends)

Marita Jenkins (Carol Kimmel’s co-worker)

Janel Kane (co-worker of Donna Wicker’s friend)

Donna King
Samantha Knight (Petrina Miller’s co-worker)

Brett Lewis and family (Kevin Scholl’s friend)

Michelle Lily (Sarah McLillard’s friend)

Christopher Mull (Connie Stroupe’s son)

Elijah Pennington (Danny & Margot Krantz’ 

son)

Doug Reeves (Carol Molinares’ father)

Geraldine Russell (Penny Gradwell’s mother)

Duane Toole
Andrew Vaughn (Donna Yates’ friend)

Donna Yates’ stepmother and fiancé Kory

THANK YOUS

Thank you again for the preparation, service, and reception for my mom [Frances Waters].  My dad and mom cherished
the time all those years at Bethany.                                                                                        ~ In Christ, Craig Waters
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Being away from Bethany two months due to my hip replacement and rehab was long and hard for me, but my church
family certainly made the time away much easier with their visits (some came several times), phone calls, so many beautiful
cards, and gifts.  Dr. Blake, on one of his visits, brought the beautiful Sunday flowers from Carol and Sonny Browder. 
Thank you dear friends so much for your prayers and just being Bethany.                               ~ Love, Betty Stargardt

Heartfelt thanks to everyone for their continued prayers and support for Cari regarding her health issues, and also for
your continuing prayers for their family.  God Bless You All for being such a Wonderful and Loving Church Family. 
You are the BEST!!                                                                                                                             ~ Merrily Baber

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Church, we so enjoyed your Thanksgiving Dinner.  The food was delicious and everyone
was so welcoming and warm.  It was really a nice thing to do for the community, and we wanted you to know how much
we appreciated such a lovely evening.  Your kindness meant more than you’d ever guess. Thank you so much for your
thoughtfulness.  We wish you all blessings and joy in the upcoming holidays.                 ~ Brian and Christy Eckberg 

Dear Bethany Friends, Jim and I  would like to thank Dee and Jim Evans and Dee and Ed McCann for the delicious
meals they delivered to us when I was so ill.  Also, I’d like to thank Dee Evans for giving her time to take my communion
preparation service during the past months.  Your continued prayers, calls, and beautiful cards have meant so much to
me.  Thank you for all your support, thoughtfulness, and love.  These words barely express how much everything touched
my heart – God bless each of you.                                                                                           ~ Debbie (and Jim) Jett

INVITATION

The congregation is invited to attend a Baby Shower in honor of Emily Harman on Sunday, December 6, from 2:00
to 4:00 p.m.  Miss Kennedy Rebecca Harman is due on January 29 !  Emily is registered at Target and Babies R Us. th

Please see the invitation on the bulletin board across from the kitchen.  If you bring a package of diapers to the shower,
please pick up and sign a raffle ticket (in an envelope with the invitation on the bulletin board) to be eligible to win a
lovely prize!  I know that it is a busy season, but we hope to see you there.               ~ proud “Auntie” Becky Murrell

CRAIG SPRINGS 2016 CALENDARS

Penny Gradwell is selling 2016 calendars to help support our camp at Craig Springs.  Please see her or Brian if you are
interested.

REDD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Bethany has been helpful to Redd Elementary School over the past several years by having some of our members
volunteer in the classroom, mentor specific children and provide supplies needed in the classroom.  I have become aware
of another opportunity to serve the children.  The school clinic sometimes has to provide clothing for young children
who have accidents or get sick at school and need a change of clothing.  Below is a list of supplies the nurse tries to keep
available for such needs.

I am the contact person from Bethany to the school.  If you would like to contribute any of these supplies, I will be glad
to deliver them.  A box will be left in the hallway near the Bainbridge supply box where you can leave your donation. 
Thank you for any help you may give. Please call me if you have questions at 748-9673.                    ~Barbara Ozlin
   Boys Girls

Sweat pants sizes 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 Sweat pants or leggings sizes 5, 6, 8, 10
Sweat shirts or top shirts 6, 8, 10 Tops 6, 8,1 0
Underwear 6, 8, 9 Underwear 6, 8, 10

Socks
Wipes to freshen up after accidents

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Our annual membership meeting to review and approve the church operating budget for 2016 will be held Sunday,
December 13, after the Worship service.  Please be present at this important meeting in the life of our church.
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CHRISTMAS LOVE GIFTS TO THE STAFF

As is our custom, we want to recognize our staff with year-end gifts.  Please give Ross Dorneman or Barbara Ozlin your
gift of cash (or check) to do so.  If you are writing a check, please make it payable to “Ross Dorneman” noting “staff gift”
on the memo line.  We appreciate your gifts by Sunday, December 20.  Thank you.

WOMAN-TO-WOMAN WORLDWIDE 2016

This journey will be to the countries of South Africa and Ghana. Tentative dates ~ orientation beginning on September 27
in the departure city (TBA) and debriefing occurring on October 11.  The approximate cost is currently set at $5,000.

It is wonderful to receive notification and the application so early.  All applications for consideration from Virginia Disciple
Women should be received in the Virginia Regional Office (Christian Church in Virginia) by January 31, 2016.   This will
allow the cabinet to discuss and select the Virginia representative at our next cabinet meeting.
 
Do not send your application to the Office of Disciple Women in Indianapolis. Virginia’s selected representative will receive
a letter of recommendation from the VA region, and we will forward the selected applicant’s application to the Office of
Disciple Women for consideration.
 
The Virginia Disciple Women’s cabinet will meet February 13, 2016, with a snow day of February 20, 2016,  to select, among
other cabinet business, Virginia’s  Woman to Woman representative.  I anticipate there will be several good applicants for
this journey.  If you need assistance in writing your application, please feel free to contact your district’s disciple women
representative or president.  The Woman to Woman offerings received in the Region will determine the amount of funds
that can be provided to the woman selected to help defray the cost of the journey.  As each person prays to determine
whether they are interested in applying or interested in sending the application to another disciple woman, please plan for
the Virginia Disciple Women to provide $2,000 to assist you.  We encourage you to find other ways to raise the remaining
funds.  While not guaranteed, if you are a woman under the age of 35, Global Ministries may be able to provide a small
stipend.  Please contact Donna Webster, Director of Women’s Ministries, Virginia Regional Office at
discipleswomenva@gmail.com for any questions. 

DIRECTORY UPDATES

•Stuart Adams, Jr.: 19081 Woodpecker Road, South Chesterfield, VA  23803 (526-1236 at the facility)
•Evan Carpenter:  3229 Cliff Avenue, Richmond, VA  23222-2755 
•Pamela Cochran: 1209 Boroughbridge Road, Richmond, VA  23225-2940 (231-5281 at home with her mother, Doris
 Cochran)
•Elizabeth and Earl Little:  Westminster Canterbury-Richmond, 1600 Westbrook Avenue, Apt. 449, Richmond, VA
  23227-3395  (264-6557 at home)
•Sara Mallory and Kelly Waldrop:  2F-1, No. 57 Nanmen Road, Taichung, Taiwan (R.O.C.)  40249  (0909-174-883
 Sara’s mobile and 0983-479-461 Kelly’s mobile)
•Donna Yates: 1604 Savannah Avenue, Richmond, VA  23222-2359 (301-1065) 

CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Thursday, December 24 (Christmas Eve)
Friday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
Thursday, December 31 (New Year’s Eve)
Friday, January 1 (New Year’s Day)

INFORMATION - OPPORTUNITY

Our church secretary, Donna Wicker, will be having surgery on Tuesday, December 22.  Her recuperation period will be
probably four weeks.  She will try to keep up with some of her duties while at home, but help is needed in the office. 
If you are able to answer phones, etc., please see Ross Dorneman.  We promise it will not be too difficult  ( .

LOST AND FOUND

Please check the Lost and Found box in the hallway towards the Fellowship Hall.  We’re getting ready to empty it!
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2016 FLOWER CHART

The flower chart for 2016 is up on the small board next to the kitchen.  Please sign up for your special day for flowers for
the Sanctuary.

                   

    ANNIVERSARIES 
December

 Date         Years
  2 Hugh & Mary Penn Hawthorne 65
  3 Tim & Mary McDermott   27
  4 Earl & Elizabeth Little 16  
11 Charles & Linda Wyatt 34
30 Doug & Anne Marie Gregor 20
30 Dick & Barb Koch 43
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 December 2015
  AA:  Alcoholics Anon

 YC:  Youth Center
 FH:  Fellowship Hall

 DWF: Disciples
  Women’s Fellowship

  1

AA-YC          7:00 pm

2

Choir            7:30 pm

3

Pastoral Search
Committee    6:00 pm
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

4 5

6

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am

7 8

AA-YC          7:00 pm

9

Choir            7:30 pm

10

Pastoral Search
Committee    6:00 pm
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

11 12     Cantata rehearsal
                      10:00 am
--------------------------------
Focus Class group to
see “Glorious Christmas
Nights”  
                         1:30 pm

13
Christmas offering

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am
- CANTATA

-----------------------------
membership mtg
                          noon

14 15

DWF Circle #1 at 
church for Christmas
activities and lunch
                   10:30 am
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

16

Choir            7:30 pm

17    Pastoral Search
Committee    6:00 pm
-----------------------------
DWF Circle #4 at 
B. Ozlin’s      6:30 pm
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

18 19

20
Christmas offering

Children’s Christmas
   Program     9:45 am
   followed by brunch
Worship      11:00 am

21   DEADLINE FOR 
       JANUARY
       NEWSETTE

22

AA-YC          7:00 pm

23

-- office closed --
(see Ross Dorneman)

NO CHOIR

24   Christmas Eve

   -- office closed --

services at 5:00 p.m. 
and 11:30 p.m.

25      Christmas 

   -- office closed --

26

27

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am
-----------------------------
Seekers Class brunch
at Meadowbrook
Country Club  noonish
(sign up by 12-20-15)

28  29

AA-YC          7:00 pm

30

NO CHOIR

31   New Year’s Eve

   -- office closed --

AA-YC          7:00 pm
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