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 FEB. SERVANTS (cont.)

USHERS - all month

        David Brown
        Scot Hawthorne

        Tyler Hawthorne
       

 ELDERS    

   7 - Brian and Penny Gradwell
 14 - Johnny and Linda Grubb

 21 - DeLois and Jim Evans
 28 - Dee McCann and Barbara Ozlin

     Communion to Home Bound      

primary:  Ross Dorneman and Elizabeth
 Little

backup:  Becky Murrell and Kevin Scholl

 DEACONS - all month
        Captain: Barbara Koch

        Mark Kimmel
        David Walls

        Linda Walls
        substitute: John Lancaster 

Dr. William E. Blake, Jr.
Interim Pastor

Donna Wicker
Church Financial Secretary

Duane Toole
 Director of Music

Carol Molinares
Pianist

William Lynch
Custodian

T o  s u b m it  in f o rm a t io n  f o r  th e

N e w s e t t e , y o u  c a n  s e n d  a n  e -m a il to :
bethanycc@verizon.net

Telephones:
(804) 233-1066

(804) 233-9515 fax

FEBRUARY SERVANTS:

If you are unable to serve on the date(s)

assigned, please arrange for a replacement.

PROPERTY OPENER
and CLOSER - all month

         Scot Hawthorne

COMMUNION PREPARATION
   7 - Marie Peebles and Ollie Peebles

 14 - Marie Peebles and Ollie Peebles
 21 - Marie Peebles and Ollie Peebles

 28 - Marie Peebles and Ollie Peebles

WORSHIP LEADERS    

   7 - Penny Gradwell
 14 - Donna Wicker

 21 - Jackie Fore
 28 - Dee McCann

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

Chapter One:  I walk down the street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I fall in.  I am lost ... I am helpless.  It isn’t
my fault.  It takes forever to find a way out.

Chapter Two: I walk down the same street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I pretend I don’t see it.  I fall in again.
I can’t believe I am in the same place.  But it isn’t my fault.  It still takes a long time to get out.

Chapter Three: I walk down the same street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I see it is there.  I fall in ... it’s a habit
... but, my eyes are open.  I know where I am.  It is my fault.  I get out immediately.

Chapter Four: I walk down the same street.  There is a deep hole in the sidewalk.  I walk around it.
Chapter Five: I walk down a different street.

God has given all of us the capacity to learn and grow in our walk with God and with one another.  Not to learn and grow
is to die.  We can all learn from our experiences and eventually avoid walking blindly into the deep holes in the sidewalk. 
If we are wise, the holes can show us the way to wholeness!  

            from Ron Degges, President of Disciples Home Missions – taken from National Science of Mind Newsletter

see calendar insert for 
dates and meetings
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VISION STATEMENT

“To share the Good News of God’s activity in our lives through witness and service to Westover Hills, Stratford Hills,
and beyond, in order to encourage people to find their unique place in God’s family.”

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

To Members and Friends of Bethany Christian Church:

When some passages of Scripture seem to say one thing quite clearly, and others say something quite the opposite, how
is the reader to judge which to accept?   Perhaps the most familiar example of this conflict is that between “faith” and
“good works.”  Some passages say emphatically that “salvation is by faith alone,” while others say it is “faith and good
works.”   Or again will a comparatively few people in the history of the world “go to Paradise,” or will  all  eventually get
there.  On the one side there are passages about the “way being narrow and few finding it,” and on the other, there are
repeated texts that say “all” will find God’s everlasting glory.  Words on both sides can be multiplied throughout the
Bible.  So, what are we to do?

An American theologian, named Walter Wink, offers what I think is a reasonable solution to the problem.  He writes,
“The way out is not to deny the Scripture, [as some, seeing all the contradictions, have done] but to develop an
interpretive theory that judges even Scripture in the light of the revelation in Jesus.  What Jesus gives us is a critique of
domination in all its forms, a critique that can be turned on the Bible itself.  The Bible thus contains the principles of its
own correction. We are freed from bibliolatry, the worship of the Bible.  It is restored to its proper place as witness to
the Word of God [rather than “the Word of God itself]. And that word is a Person, not a book. With the interpretive grid
provided by a critique of domination [and inerrancy], we are able to filter out unloving attitudes, such as exclusivism,
sexism, patriarcalism, violence, and homophobia that are  very much a part of [the stories and teachings] of the Bible, thus
liberating it to reveal to us in fresh ways the inbreaking in our time of God’s domination-free order.” [Underlining, italics,
and brackets mine].

Does Wink’s approach help you to think through some of the complexities of the Bible?  Maybe the church in some of
its groups can pursue Wink’s attempt to resolve a very real dilemma that faces all Bible readers.

                                                 ~ In pursuit of truth, Dr. Blake

MODERATOR MESSAGE

Dr. Blake’s recent sermons have been inspiring.  “Escape from Egypt” on January 3  and “The Music of Your Life” onrd

January 10  both gave us much to think about as we begin a new chapter in the life of BCC [Bethany Christian Church]. th

“Escape from Egypt” asked us to consider the fact that new beginnings often require new approaches – and that change
is natural and healthy. I think we all know this intellectually – but still have a hard time changing anything that is
comfortable.  The Israelites had the same problems – but their Promise Land entrance required that they adapt – and they
finally did.

“The Music of our Life” focused on the “music” that our life (actions) produces and how that music can be effectively
employed to attract people to our spiritual journey – and to our church.  What is your music saying?

Rev. Jackie Twedell (pronounced twadell) joins us March 7  – and she will be in attendance for Laity Sunday, March 6th th

(and we will have a reception, after church, to welcome her to BCC that same day).

A new Minister is not a panacea.  But it does give us all an opportunity to be more intentional about our plans and goals
– to re-focus intelligently and, working together, develop an even better roadmap for this church and its people in the
months and years ahead. It can be – no, it will be an exciting journey.  Join us – everyone – as we listen to, and mutually
benefit from the Music of our Lives!

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DEPARTMENT

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 6, after Worship for a reception to welcome our new Senior
Minister, Jaclyn J. Twedell into our church family.  Finger foods, cake, and punch will be served.
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EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT

The Community Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, March 26, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. with crafts before the egg hunt with
Linda Spencer and helpers leading the activities.  Please look for notice of requests for donations of candy and small toys
to put in the eggs (we have plenty of empty plastic eggs).  Thank you so very much for your help!

The Bethany Christian Church Bake, Barbecue, and Yard sale will be Saturday, April 16, 2016, from 7:00 a.m. to  1:00
p.m., with donations being excepted as time permits for the Evangelism Department.  We will again have tables to rent
upstairs for your own treasures; items for the church will be downstairs below the Fellowship Hall.  Thank you in advance
for all your help and support for this annual event.

STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT

Stewardship report as of November 30, 2015  (91.67% of the year)
Offering income received year-to-date $142,650.76  (100% of annual budget)
Total operating expenses year-to-date $145,572.36  (76% of annual budget)
• Year-to-date, we have also received $21,959.02 in other income (including interest and dividends) and accounted for
a $28,598.30 fund loss in our Perpetual Endowment fund.

WORLD OUTREACH  DEPARTMENT

Week of Compassion  “Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay I will stay. Your people will be my people
and your God my God.” Ruth 1:16

In a world where communities are being displaced by the catastrophes of war, famine and natural disasters, the Church
is called to reclaim the spiritual discipline of solidarity. Christians are called to adopt and live a “theology of
accompaniment.”  Week of Compassion has long supported the Department of Service to Palestine Refugees. Through
this department, refugees not only learn a new skill, but also begin to share in the hope for a safe and productive future.

Think of Ruth ... she left her homeland to be with Naomi and became a part of her new homeland.

Will you put your Compassion into Action?  Offerings for the Week of Compassion will be collected Sunday, February
21, and Sunday, February 28.

“Souper Bowl of Caring” On Sunday, February 7, our young people will be in the Narthex collecting donations of
canned goods and/or money for the Bainbridge Community Ministry food bank.  This is the 26  anniversary of thisth

ministry!

WORSHIP DEPARTMENT

As the season of Lent approaches, the Worship Department wants to inform you that we will not be providing a Lenten
devotional booklet this year.  We do encourage you to use your preferred devotional literature and to have purposeful
prayers to prepare your heart for the events of Easter week.   Bethany will be participating in the Lenten Luncheons with
the community churches, and we  will host the luncheon on Wednesday, March 23.  The luncheons are at noon; you bring
your bag lunch, and the host church provides drinks and a treat.  Local mission organizations are invited by each host
church to offer a presentation.  The luncheon dates and locations are:

Wednesday, February 17. . . .  Westover Hills United Methodist - 1705 Westover Hills Boulevard
Wednesday, February 24 . . . .  Westover Baptist - 1000 Westover Hills Boulevard
Wednesday, March 2 . . . . . . .  Jahnke Road Baptist - 6023 Jahnke Road
Wednesday, March 9 . . . . . . .  Woodland Heights Baptist - 611 West 31  Streetst

Wednesday, March 16 . . . . . .  Forest Hill Presbyterian - 4401 Forest Hill Avenue
Wednesday, March 23 . . . . . .  Bethany Christian Church - 5400 Forest Hill Avenue

Important dates to put on your calendars – please plan to attend these exciting events:  
Sunday, February 28:  Dr. and Mrs. Blake’s last Sunday with Dr. Blake as Interim Pastor; we will be honoring

them during our Worship service
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Sunday, March 6: Laity Sunday with Ross Dorneman bringing the message and reception for Rev. Twedell
after Worship   

Sunday, March 13:  Rev. Twedell’s first sermon at Bethany
                                                                                 ~ Linda Grubb and Sue Marion, Co-Chairs Worship Committee

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP (DWF)

Eighty-eight knitted and crocheted caps will be delivered to the Infusion Center at the Virginia Cancer Institute.  The
patients could use lap blankets if you need a project this winter to keep the blood flowing in those chilly fingers; a
standard size of a lap blanket is a finished 34" x 44".

We sent four plastic floor mats to Church World Service, and we also took a bag of school box tops to Elizabeth Redd
Elementary School (keep them coming –> they go in the container in the Narthex).

NEW MEMBER

We welcomed Carole Lee Morris into our family of faith by transfer of membership from Gayton Road Christian
Church.  Carole lives at 10607 Northcliff Place, Richmond, VA 23236-2970.  New number is (804) 897-1343, her email
is cm2505053@gmail.com, and her birthday is July 11.

SYMPATHY

We express our Christian love and sympathy to Hilarie Koch and family on the death of her grandmother on Sunday,
December 27, 2015, and to Juan Pletcher on the death of her sister, Fay Gibson, on Saturday, January 23, 2016.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Acute:
Mary Kline’s brother’s family (death in the family)

Ongoing:
Carol Kimmel Margot Krantz Sandy Lewis
Hilda Murrell Ken Roland Gladys Rountree
Holly Scholl John Spencer

members of our church family who may be struggling with chronic health issues, sadness, loneliness, and other
burdens

Extended Church Family:
Amber (Cara Alton’s friend)

Lisa Carlson (Carolyn Moore’s friend)

Jean Goodwyn (Betty Stargardt’s friend)

Marita Jenkins (Carol Kimmel’s co-worker)

Janel Kane (co-worker of Donna Wicker’s friend)

Donna King
Mary Kline’s great-granddaughter and
       family 

Brett Lewis and family (Kevin Scholl’s friend)

Elijah Pennington (Danny & Margot Krantz’ 

son)

Doug Reeves (Carol Molinares’ father)

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Seaton (David Walls’ friends)

Duane Toole
Kelly Waldrop’s sister, Blair, and her family

THANK YOUS

My dear Bethany family, I just really want to thank you for your very generous Christmas gift!  It was a WONDERFUL
surprise!  Thank you so much for thinking of me.                                                                  ~ Love, Carol Molinares

The prayers, the calls, the cards, the food, the hugs, and the well wishes were truly blessings to me and Jimmy through
my hip surgery and recovery!  I also appreciate those members who manned (and womanned) the office for the days I
was home and unable to come to the church.  Your kindnesses were such gifts to me.  Thank you! ~ Love, Donna Wicker 
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Thank you to Scot Hawthorne and crew who were kind enough to scrape our church parking lot after the snow!

DIRECTORY UPDATES

John and Peggie Massie
Lakewood Manor Retirement Community, 1900 Lauderdale Drive, Apt. C-101, Richmond, VA  23238-3917

Anthony and Petrina Miller
5453 Brandon Bluff Way, Richmond, VA 23223-5825

Please email (or leave in the office) the information on ANY changes to our directory – new address, new home phone
or cell number, new email address, EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION, etc. with indications if any
information is not to be printed in our 2016 Directory (emergency contacts are not printed in the general directory).

2016 FLOWER CHART

There are still available slots in the flower chart for 2016 on the small bulletin board next to the kitchen.  You can
brighten someone’s day by honoring them or remember a passed loved one with flowers in our Sanctuary.

                   

    ANNIVERSARIES 
February

 Date         Years
  6 Chad & Cari Alton 17
12 Eddie & Phyllis Basl 45
14 John & Barbara Kline 46
14 Pierson & Misty Lotz   1
15 William & Linda Davidson 46
18 Paul & Florence Banks 68
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 February 2016
  

 1 2

AA-YC          7:00 pm

3

Choir           7:30 pm

4

AA-YC          7:00 pm

5 6

7    “Souper Bowl”

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am
-----------------------------
Elders’ lunch and
meeting             noon

8 9

Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper at
Good Shepherd
Episcopal     5:00 pm
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

10  Ash Wednesday

         Lent begins

Choir           7:30 pm

11

AA-YC          7:00 pm

12

Youth Lock-In    TBA

13

14

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am

15 16

DWF Circle #1 at 
church        10:00 am
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

17

Lenten luncheon at
Westover Hills United
Methodist         noon  
-----------------------------
Choir           7:30 pm

18

AA-YC          7:00 pm

19 20

21  Wk of Comp offg

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am

22

DEADLINE FOR
MARCH NEWSETTE

23

AA-YC          7:00 pm

24

Lenten luncheon at
Westover Baptist          
                         noon  
-----------------------------
Choir           7:30 pm

25

DWF Circle #4 at 
church          7:00 pm
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

26 27

28  Wk of Comp offg

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am
- includes Dr. & Mrs.
Blake recognition

29      AA:  Alcoholics Anon
 YC:  Youth Center
 FH:  Fellowship Hall
 DWF: Disciples
  Women’s Fellowship
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