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 MAY SERVANTS (cont.)

USHERS - all month

        Jackie Fore
        Brian Gradwell

        Johnny Grubb

 ELDERS    
   3 - Barbara Ozlin and Kevin Scholl

 10 - DeLois and Jim Evans
 17 - Bob and June Sears

 24 - Brian and Penny Gradwell
 31 - Johnny and Linda Grubb

     Communion to Home Bound      

primary:  Ross Dorneman and Elizabeth
 Little

backup:  Becky Murrell and Kevin Scholl
 

DEACONS - all month
        Captain: Christie Rolston

        Chris Hawthorne
        Kristin Hawthorne

        Tyler Hawthorne
        (substitute: Ollie Peebles)

Reverend Ben Moore
Senior Minister

Donna Wicker
Church Financial Secretary

Duane Toole
 Director of Music

Lia Ferrell
Organist

William Lynch
Custodian

T o  s u b m it  in f o rm a t io n  f o r  th e
N e w s e t t e , y o u  c a n  s e n d  a n  e -m a il t o :

bethanycc@verizon.net

Telephones:

(804) 233-1066
(804) 233-9515 fax

MAY SERVANTS:

If you are unable to serve on the date(s)

assigned, please arrange for a replacement.

PROPERTY OPENER
and CLOSER - all month

        Mark Combs

COMMUNION PREPARATION
   3 - Bob and June Sears

 10 - Geoff and Kim Gangloff
 17 - Bob and June Sears

 24 - Dolores and Ed McCann
 31 - Debbie Jett and Donna Wicker

WORSHIP LEADERS    

   3 - Kevin Scholl
 10 - Jackie Fore

 17 - Kristin Hawthorne
 24 - Penny Gradwell

 31 - Tyler Hawthorne

 

THE PASTOR’S DESK
“We’re one, but we’re not the same, we get to carry each other.”  These words come from a song by the band U2 called “One.”  While
they may not have been intended to describe a church, they are a wonderful description of our life together as a congregation.  We are
one.  We are different.  We have the privilege to carry and help each other through life.  These are the realities of many of our
relationships, but recognizing each of these realities is crucial to a church’s life together.

First, we are one.  This is the basis of our congregational life.  This creates the foundation for people from different backgrounds, with
different interests, and with different desires to be able to function together.  If we do not begin with the understanding that we are one,
then everything else about life together will tear us apart.

Second, we are not the same.  It is easy to assume that everyone else thinks like us, agrees with us, and wants the same things as us.  But
that assumption is false.  We have a lot of different opinions, and a lot of different desires.  In order to negotiate these differences, we
have to communicate our thoughts and wants respectfully and listen to those of others with consideration, kindness, and love.

Finally, we get to carry each other.  We have many talents and much wisdom within our church.  But we can only put them to work where
we know there is need.  The church is a place where we can and should be able to find help.  People want the privilege of helping others,
and when we don’t communicate our needs clearly and timely, then we rob each other of this privilege.  We can and should be finding
help with each other, so that our burdens can easily be carried.

We’re one, but we’re not the same, we get to carry each other.  Pastor Ben

see calendar insert for 
dates and meetings
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VISION STATEMENT

“To share the Good News of God’s activity in our lives through witness and service to Westover Hills, Stratford Hills,
and beyond, in order to encourage people to find their unique place in God’s family.”

SERMON TITLES AND SCRIPTURES FOR MAY

May   3 - “Common: Source” – Acts 8:26-40; John 15:1-8
May 10 -   YOUTH SUNDAY
May 17 - “Uncommon: Chosen” – John 17:6-19; Acts 1:15-26
May 24 - “Uncommon: Gifted” – Ezekiel 37:1-14; Acts 2:1-21
May 31 - “Uncommon: Reborn” – Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17

MODERATOR MESSAGE

Listen……

Bill Blake made the point in his “thoughts on my 50 years in ministry” sermon (preached in the year 2000) that he has
learned his points of view may not be the only ones that are meaningful or valid.  This got me to thinking (as I was using
Bill’s comments in a recent lesson plan) that one of the reasons so many of us have a hard time with dissenting opinions
is that we find it hard to listen to that opposite position.  We are often thinking about our reply (rebuttal) versus the
rationale for the validity of a point different than our own.  Listening is hard work.  My spouse, Jo Anne, often makes
the point – and rightly so – that I need to listen more carefully – or listen without doing three other things.  We think
so many times faster than we hear the spoken word.  So – let’s all try and be more active listeners.   We can do it! 

                                                                    ~ Ross Dorneman
 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

L.I.F.E. CLASS – Join us for our L.I.F.E. (Living In Faith Everyday) Sunday School class the first Sunday of each
month.  This is a bible study class for all ages and is for all members and guests.  Come learn and discuss the word of
God!  Come get to know your church family with this unique opportunity.  Tammy Tripp is teaching the class on
Sunday, May 3.  Make sure you bring your bibles!

TEACHER APPRECIATION – On Sunday, May 3, we will recognize our teachers during the Worship service.  We
are truly blessed to have them sharing their talents! 

GRADUATES – Please let Donna know of any high school or college graduates.  Their information (full names, school
names, degrees with designation, plans) will be in an upcoming bulletin and in the June Newsette.

 EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT

The Community Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 5 , was a wonderful success with all the children finding tonsth

of eggs and having fun with the adventure! One of the best parts for me with the egg hunt is the fellowship when the
children are emptying the eggs they found, parents talking and just getting to know the people attending.  There were
a great number of volunteers from Bethany Christian Church, and the best of all was that the weather was bright and
sunny for the hunt to be held outside. A big thank you to Linda Spencer for leading the children in two different crafts
that were a big hit. Thank you for all the support that comes our way yet again with showing the Westover Hills and
surrounding area that we love them.                            ~ Thank you again, Penny Gradwell, Evangelism Chairperson

The Breakfast, Bake, Barbecue, and Yard Sale was this past Saturday, April 24 , with wonderful smells from theth

kitchen as well as hidden treasures for the finding.  We had many donations from members and non-members for the
bake sale and the yard sale.  This year with the Concert Ballet of Virginia having a booth outside on the corner for all
to see when driving by, led to more foot traffic.  Many volunteers were involved with baking before the sale, to talking
to everyone entering the church, to setting up the tables, and to smoking the pork and chicken. With money still coming
in from the different sales from Saturday, we will be able to report the totals for a net of over $1,200!  Thank you to all
the many, many volunteers and especially Barbara Ozlin for running the Bake Sale and Brian Gradwell for running the
smoker and kitchen.                                                       ~ In HIS Service, Penny Gradwell, Evangelism Chairperson
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PROPERTY DEPARTMENT

The Property Department is sponsoring a “clean-up day” for the inside of the church on Saturday, May 9 (rescheduled
from last month), starting at 9:30 a.m.  All are personally invited, and please bring your elbow grease!  If you have any
questions, contact me at (804) 275-2032.  Thanks.                                                 ~ Jim Evans, Property Chairperson

STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT

Stewardship report as of March 31, 2015  (33% of the year)
Offering income received year-to-date $43,228.39   (32% of annual budget)
Total operating expenses year-to-date $44,284.73   (23% of annual budget)

WORLD OUTREACH DEPARTMENT

Bainbridge – Charles Stevens took 13 bags of food to Bainbridge in April.  Don’t forget the food box in the hall across
from the Chapel is always hungry for your non-perishable food donations (especially dried milk and jelly). 

Easter Offerings totaled $491.00 to support the general missions of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

WORSHIP DEPARTMENT

On May 10, 2015, our two graduating high school seniors and the younger Bethany Youth will lead us in the 11:00 a.m.
Worship Service.  The message is being offered by Kristin Hawthorne, and the slide show is being created by Christopher
Gangloff.  Please come and support their efforts and use of their talents.

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Mother-Daughter Luncheon – This year we are trying something a little different by having a luncheon on Saturday,
May 16 (the Saturday after Mother’s Day) rather than an evening Mother-Daughter Banquet.  The luncheon will be at
noon in the Fellowship Hall.  All women and young ladies are cordially invited to attend.  Tickets will be on sale this
Sunday, May 3; the cost is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for young ladies age 10 and under.   The theme of this year’s
luncheon is “Reflections of a Lovely Lady”.  Please join us for food, fellowship, games, and a themed program.

YOUNG AT HEART GROUP

The “Young at Hearts” will be going to the Peking Restaurant at 13132 Midlothian Turnpike on Thursday, May 21,
at noon.  Contact Bob Sears (804-794-5419) to be counted in for the reservations.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Acute:
Greg Fitzgerald (Kevin Scholl’s friend); David Foster and family (Mark and Diana Foster’s nephew); Carol Kimmel; Sarah
McLillard’s sister; Carolyn Moore; Bobby Nelson; Sarah Oatman’s co-worker; Shannon (Cari Alton’s friend); victims of the
earthquake in Nepal and aide workers there

Ongoing:
Stuart Adams Phil Avery Paul Banks
Carol Browder Kitty Case Mac Case
Bobbie Corsaro Jean Fore Diana and Mark Foster
Marty Givens Russell Harris Ann Hasty
Hugh Hawthorne Hazel Heider Misty Insley
Mark Kimmel Sandy Lewis Charley Lindsey
Sara Mallory Jean McNeely Janice Midkiff
Hilda Murrell Iris Parkhurst Karen Pugh
Gay Purcell Jessie Reynolds Ken Roland
Gladys Rountree Holly Scholl John Spencer
Connie Stroupe Frances Waters Kelly Waldrop
Charlotte West
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Extended Church Family:
Donna Beaber  (Joanne Jenkins’ niece)

Audrey Blake
Doris Cochran
Mark Foster’s father
Tina Frank  (John and Linda Spencer’s

 daughter)

John and Mandy Fuhrman
Brenda Gradwell  (Brian Gradwell’s sister-in-

           law)

Linda Haase  (Barb Koch’s co-worker’s sister)

Jen  (Margot Krantz’ friend)

Jennifer  (Cari Alton’s friend)

John Lancaster’s grandmother

John Lancaster’s aunt’s family
Karen McClain’s sister’s family
Bobby Oliver  (Karen McClain’s friend)

Zachary Pletcher  (Anne Crumley and Juan

 Pletcher’s grandson)

Karen Pugh’s sister-in-law
Doug Reeves  (Carol Molinares’ father)

Zach Street  (Mary Kline’s grandson)

Duane Toole
Rick Williamson  (Sonny and Carol Browder’s  

son-in-law)

Donna Yates’ nieces

SYMPATHY

We express our Christian love and sympathy to Janice Midkiff and family on the death of Robert “Bob” Curtis Midkiff
on April 7, 2015, and to Kelly Waldrop and family on the death of her grandmother, Dorothy Eddleton Waldrop, on
Saturday, April 18, 2015, at age 96.

THANK YOUS

We would like to thank the ladies of the church for a lovely meal and Rev. Moore for a lovely service.  Bob [Midkiff]
would have been proud.                                                           ~ Doug and Linda Midkiff (Bob’s brother and sister-in-law)

Thank you for being Bob’s church family and the kindness you have shown both Bob and Jan.  We were not able to thank
you in person, but we do appreciate your efforts on their behalf.  He will be missed by us, but we rejoice for him as he
is “absent from the body, present with the Lord.”       ~ Jim and Margaret (Mike) Stickley (Bob’s sister and brother-in-law)

I would like to thank you for all the prayers during Mike’s illness.  I would like to thank you for the peace lily and the food
that was brought to us; it was very thoughtful and delicious.  Again thanks for everything. ~ Debbie and Matthew Britton

Thank you so much for the cards and prayers for me and my family after the passing of my son, Michael Britton.
                                                                                                                                                          ~ Charlotte West

Dear Bethany Family,  Thank you so very much for your love, prayers and many kind, thoughtful gestures during the
passing of our mother, Billie Crawford.  You all have been such an important part of her life, and she loved you dearly.
In the last few months, she looked forward to the phone calls, cards and visits from you to keep her spirits up and
brighten her day.  She lives on in our hearts, and we share with you her love of life. ~ Ray & JoAnn, Michael & Debbie

RICHMOND FLYING SQUIRRELS

The Richmond Flying Squirrels baseball team is having a Faith Night on Saturday, May 9, at the Diamond.  At 5:30 p.m.,
we’ll enjoy a pre-game faith-based band, praise dance ministry performances, and player testimonials before the game
starts at 7:05 p.m.  After the game, there are fireworks and the kids run the bases.  Please contact Donna in the office if
you’re interested in going.

THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH

“If an egg is broken by outside force, life ends.  If broken by inside force, life begins.  Great things always begin from
inside.”                                                                                                                                                    ~ Jim Kwik

You don’t really understand human nature unless you know why a child on a merry-go-round will wave at his parents
every time around — and why his parents will always wave back.                                     ~ William D. Tammeus
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    ANNIVERSARIES 
May

 Date         Years
   4 Daniel & Nikki Colbert   2

  6 David & Carole Moyer 20
  8 Geoff & Laura Terry     5
15 Geoff & Kim Gangloff 22
20 Brian & Penny Gradwell   37

      20  Darrell & Lori Blair   15 
21 Matt & Trish Carpenter 27
22 John & Robin Lancaster     5
23 Jim & Gladys Rountree   64
27 Ross & Jo Anne Dorneman 48
27 Kevin & Kim Brown     8
31 Michael & Ashley Koch   18      
31 Gregg & Cindy Nivala 35
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 May 2015
1 2

AA-YC       7:00 pm

3

Sun. School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

–  with Teacher

     Appreciation

4 5

AA-YC      7:00 pm

6

Choir         7:30 pm

7

parking lot used by

Redd Elementary 

                    all day

AA-YC      7:00 pm

8 9

indoor clean-up day

at church     9:30 am

--------------------------

 

AA-YC       7:00 pm

10    Mother’s Day

       Youth Sunday

Sun. School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

11 12

AA-YC      7:00 pm

13

  

Choir         7:30 pm

14

AA-YC      7:00 pm

15 16

Mother-Daughter

luncheon         noon

--------------------------

AA-YC       7:00 pm

17  Pentecost

       offering  

Sun. School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

--------------------------

Board Meeting   noon

18

DEADLINE

FOR JUNE

NEWSETTE

ARTICLES

19

DWF Circle #1

luncheon at Crab

Louie’s

                 11:45 am

------------------------

AA-YC      7:00 pm

20

Choir         7:30 pm

21

YAH group &

friends - lunch at

Peking Midlothian    

                       noon

------------------------

AA-YC      7:00 pm

22 23

AA-YC       7:00 pm

24  Pentecost

       offering               

     Pentecost

Sun. School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

25  

office closed in

observance of

Memorial Day

26

AA-YC      7:00 pm

27

Choir         7:30 pm

28

DWF Circle #4 at

church       7:00 pm

------------------------

AA-YC      7:00 pm

29

office closed 

30

parking lot used by

neighbor 

             10 am-3 pm

AA-YC       7:00 pm

31

Sun. School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

      AA:  Alcoholics 

          Anon

 DWF: Disciples

            Women’s

            Fellowship

 YAH: Young At

            Heart 

 YC: Youth Center
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