
       The Newsette
Bethany Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
5400 Forest Hill Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23225-2513

“A Family of Faith, Growing in Christ, Growing through Service.” 
     bethanycc@verizon.net / www.bethanyccdoc.org / www.facebook.com/bethanyccdoc 

May, 2016
Volume 55, Issue 5 

Rev. Jaclyn Twedell
Senior Pastor

Donna Wicker
Church Financial Secretary

Duane Toole
 Director of Music

Carol Molinares
Pianist

William Lynch
Custodian

To submit information for the
Newsette, you can send an e-mail to:

bethanycc@verizon.net

Telephones:
(804) 233-1066

(804) 233-9515 fax

MAY SERVANTS (cont.)

               USHERS - all month
        Chloe Blair
        Brian Gradwell
        Johnny Grubb

 ELDERS    
   1 - DeLois and Jim Evans
   8 - Brian and Penny Gradwell
 15 - Bob and June Sears
 22 - Barbara Ozlin and Kevin Scholl
 29 - Johnny and Linda Grubb

     Communion to Home Bound      
primary:  Bob and June Sears
backup:  Dolores McCann and Donna
 Wicker

 DEACONS - all month
        Captain: Ollie Peebles
        Geoff Gangloff
        Kristin Hawthorne
        Rae Magnuson
        substitute: Barbara Koch

THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH

Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn.                             ~ Benjamin Franklin 

Faith is like Wi-Fi ... it’s invisible, but it has the power to connect you to what you need.                     ~ anonymous

A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough people to make it worth the effort.
                                                                                                                                                        ~ Herm Albright

VISION STATEMENT

“To share the Good News of God’s activity in our lives through witness and service to Westover Hills, Stratford Hills,
and beyond, in order to encourage people to find their unique place in God’s family.”

see calendar insert for 
dates and meetings

MAY SERVANTS:

If you are unable to serve on the date(s)
assigned, please arrange for a replacement.

PROPERTY OPENER
and CLOSER - all month

         Jim Evans

COMMUNION PREPARATION
   1 - Bob and June Sears
   8 - Kim Brown and Sue Marion
 15 - Bob and June Sears
 22 - Dolores and Ed McCann
 29 - Donna Wicker

WORSHIP LEADERS    
   1 - Dolores McCann
   8 - Penny Gradwell
 15 - Jackie Twedell
 22 - Kevin Scholl
 29 - Barbara Ozlin
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

One of my favorite questions to ask people is, “What are you reading?” I love to read, and am always looking for new
books to read (even though I have piles of books that I haven’t gotten to yet…). So I often ask people, “What are you
reading?” I love the answers I get – not only do I get wonderful book recommendations, but I also learn a little something
about the person. 

So, as told through my books, here is another way for you to get to know me a little better.  Here is some of what I am
reading:

Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine

AJ Levine was my New Testament professor at Vanderbilt, and this is her interpretation of Jesus’ parables,
specifically how they would have been heard through the ears of their original 1st Century audience. This
past Sunday I taught The Fellowship Class, and we were studying the parable of the Prodigal Son. This book, and
its chapter on the Prodigal Son, helped me prepare my lesson.

When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi

When I first heard about this book on National Public Radio, I knew I wanted to read it. It is the memoir of the
life and death of a 36-year-old neurosurgeon who has just been diagnosed with lung cancer. Beautifully written,
this is an incredible story of a doctor who becomes a patient who comes face to face with his own mortality.

Honeybee by Naomi Shihab Nye

Naomi Shihab Nye is one of my very favorite poets, and I keep this book on my desk. I often pick it up and read
a few of her beautiful, simple, and meaningful poems.

Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor

I have been carrying this book around for a long time, and have finally started reading it. This book is Taylor’s
exploration of what God has to teach us in our dark times, in those times when we don’t have all the
answers. Taylor’s other books, Leaving Church and An Altar in the World, are two of my favorites.   

These are just a few of the books I am currently reading. Other books I love to recommend are Take This Bread by Sara
Miles, Traveling Mercies by Anne Lamott, Pastrix by Nadia Bolz-Webber, Christianity After Religion by Diana Butler
Bass, and anything by Joyce Rupp.

So tell me, what are you reading?                                                                                           ~ Blessings, Pastor Jackie

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

L.I.F.E. (Living in Faith Everyday) CLASS meets in the Fellowship Hall on the first Sunday of every month.  This
is a once-a-month multi-generational study-the-Word class with a different teacher each month.  The sign-up sheet for
teachers is on the bulletin board across from the kitchen (the “Guess Who” board).

CRAIG SPRINGS CAMP information is on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Check it out – if you are interested in
a camp and have questions, Penny Gradwell is a great resource!  Early registration is by May 15, and the church will pay
one-half of the early registration fees for members who attend one camp.  

EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT

Happy Spring Bethany members –  A very BIG THANK YOU to everyone young and old who helped, brought items

for, rented tables at, purchased items from or generally came to support the Breakfast, Bake, Barbecue and Yard Sale this

past Saturday, April 23rd!  It was a huge success – we had many people from the community come by to say hello and

talk to us (our regulars so to speak), but we made many new friends and, hopefully, they will be seen at church; if not,

maybe at some of our other community events.  Totals are not official as we still have some money due for items on hold,
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items purchased but not yet paid for, and items sold at different venues, but so far, without accounting for the expenses,

the money made from the sales is over $2,500.  This is so exciting for the programs, missions and events we have planned

here at Bethany. 

The next Evangelism mission will be to help the teachers at the local elementary schools, Elizabeth Redd and Patrick

Henry, know that they are respectfully thought of and are in our prayers during May for Teacher Appreciation Week. 

Please, if you know a teacher – either retired, Sunday School, private or public – give them a hug and a thank you for a

job that is too, too big for some of us to do. Thank you and as always many blessings to you and yours. 

                                                                                                                               ~ Penny P. Gradwell, Chairperson

A tremendous thank you goes out to all who helped make the bake sale such a success.  Those of you who helped with

planning, set up on Friday, all the baking, sales, and, of course, buying made it all happen.  In addition, Carol Kimmel’s

cooking students at the Chesterfield County Technical Center made loads of cookies, brownies and cupcakes.  We were

so pleased to have those to add to our abundant supply. 

We appreciate also that the following merchants made monetary donations which were used to purchase supplies and

ingredients for our breakfast foods: 

  � Fresh Market at 1200 Huguenot Road

  � Food Lion at 6409 Jahnke Road

  � Martin’s at 7045 Forest Hill Avenue

  � Martin’s at 6401 Centralia Road

  � Walmart at 2410 Sheila Lane

Some of the leftover goodies and yard sale items were taken to Jones and Jones (aka Kenmore) Adult Care Facility!

STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT

Stewardship report as of February 29, 2016 (16.67% of the year)

Offering income received year-to-date $29,351.25  (23% of annual budget)

Total operating expenses year-to-date $31,864.34  (17% of annual budget)

• Year-to-date, we have also received $629.58 in other income (including interest and dividends).

Stewardship report as of March 31, 2016 (25.00% of the year)

Offering income received year-to-date $40,555.31  (32% of annual budget)

Total operating expenses year-to-date $46,562.76  (25% of annual budget)

• Year-to-date, we have also received $3,085.03 in other income (including interest and dividends) and accounted for

a $4,678.14 fund gain in our Perpetual Endowment fund.

WORLD OUTREACH  DEPARTMENT

Pentecost Offering – The Holy Spirit provides a Second Wind, breathing life back into the church, making it stronger

and more determined than ever to share the gospel and win souls for Christ.  In the Old Testament, Pentecost was the

feast which occurred fifty days after Passover.   In the New Testament, the Pentecostal feast is fulfilled and made new

by the coming of the “new law,” the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s disciples.

 

Each year, one half of our offering is designated to our Region, while the other half is used by Hope Partnership for

Mission Transformation to support  the recruitment, assessment, training and coaching of new church leaders.  So again

this year, Bethany asks you to prayerfully consider supporting our Pentecost Offering.  The Offering will be taken on

Sunday, May 15, and Sunday, May 22. 
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C.A.R.I.T.A.S. Opportunity – Since we are not hosting a week of C.A.R.I.T.A.S. this year, we contacted Bon Air

Christian Church at 2071 Buford Road, North Chesterfield, to see if we can help them.  They had openings for dinner

preparation for Tuesday, May 31, and Wednesday, June 1, so we signed up!  Bon Air is hosting an all-women group

with 30 guests (we usually house an all-men group).  If you have ideas for the menu and/or want to help in this outreach

ministry, please contact Dee McCann at 560-5520 or Donna at church.  Envelopes for monetary donations are on the

table in the Narthex and in your Sunday School attendance folders.

Bainbridge Community Ministries – Thank you for filling the food bank box in the hallway to the Sanctuary.

Labels for Education – Bethany Christian Church has been helping Woodhaven for many years by collecting labels from

Campbell’s products.  Through just these labels they have been able to purchase vans (and convert them to wheelchair

accessible vans), craft supplies, computers, games, a SMART board, etc.!

The rules for Campbell’s have changed --> they want only barcodes that have the Labels for Education logo on them. 

Most barcodes conform to the new rule, but some do not.  Here is what you need to start collecting:

We have until June 30, 2016, to send Woodhaven the labels we have, so if you're hanging onto your labels, get them to

the container in the Narthex SOON!  Jo Anne Dorneman takes care of sending these labels in to Woodhaven.

  

WORSHIP DEPARTMENT

Youth Sunday is May 22!  Please see Sarah Oatman or Kim Gangloff if your child wants to participate.  Jackie Fore will

be bringing our message, and our young people will be involved in all aspects of the service.  Please plan to attend to

support our youth.

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP (DWF)

This year’s annual Mother-Daughter event will be a “Beach Party” luncheon on Saturday, May 14, at noon.  Come in

beach attire if possible or even just “beachy” jewelry or hat!  Flip-flops are optional, but wear them if you wish (and be

creative with decorating them).  Tickets are $3 for children under 12 / $5 for ages 12 and over – please contact Barbara

Koch if you are unable to get to church Sunday, May 1, to get your tickets. The service project for this event is collecting

gently used or new children’s books for the schools we support.  Every one of you ladies or girls has or has had a mother,

may be a mother (or grandmother or great grandmother), or is a daughter, so come ... this “beach” day is rain or shine!
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Shepherding Program at Bethany started in 1993 and had 16 flocks!  A letter was found dated March 11, 1994, from

Virginia Percival to her flock explaining that the program had been started in the past year, and she was the “Flock

Leader” for members who lived out of the metro Richmond area to help the congregation stay connected with families

in times of joy, illness, hospitalization, or death.  We’re still going after 22 years!

BABY SHOWER INFORMATION

We will be having a baby shower for Petrina and Anthony Miller after church on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 19.  They

are registered at Babies R Us; the registry number is 56897890.

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Janice Midkiff still uses her home phone most of the time – (804) 233-5887

Christie Rolston has a new home email – gordie1001@comcast.net

Merrily Baber has a new home – 245 Norcroft Terrace, Richmond, VA 23225-4785

Charles Lindsey, Jr. (“Rusty”) has a new home email – charleslindsey15@gmail.com

PRAYER CONCERNS

Acute:

Kitty Case, Iris Parkhurst, John Spencer, Betty Stargardt (at Hanover Health and Rehab), Melanie Watkins (Hilarie Koch’s cousin),

friend of a woman at our yard sale

Ongoing:

Ernie Agin Dot Brown Carol Kimmel

Mark Kimmel Sandy Lewis Earl Little

Ed McCann Hilda Murrell Juan Pletcher

Ken Roland Gladys Rountree Holly Scholl

Connie Stroupe Dot Welch
– members of our church family struggling with chronic health issues, sadness, loneliness, and other burdens

Extended Church Family:
Miriam Adams (John Lancaster’s grandmother)

Cari Alton’s Uncle Phil and Aunt Jean Amber (Cara Alton’s friend)

Lisa Carlson (Carolyn Moore’s friend)

Pamela Cochran
Nicole Craig (Barbara Ozlin’s niece)

Nick Elam (Hugh and Mary Penn Hawthorne’s friend)

Jean Goodwyn (Betty Stargardt’s friend)

Marita Jenkins (Carol Kimmel’s co-worker)

Ellen Kimmel (Mark Kimmel’s mother)

Keith Kimmel  (Mark Kimmel’s brother)

Katie Lillie (Jo Anne and Ross Dorneman’s friend)

Matt (the Gradwells’ friend)

Kathi Moran (Carol Kimmel, Barb Koch, and Linda Spencer’s sister who had shoulder surgery)

Paul (Christie and Gordon Rolston’s brother-in-law)

Doug Reeves (Carol Molinares’ father)

Geraldine Russell (Penny Gradwell’s mother)

Duane Toole
Claudine Wood (Carole Morris’ mother)
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TEMPORARY CUSTODIAN

Our church custodian, William Lynch, will be having foot surgery on Friday, May 6.  Evan Carpenter will be doing his
duties while he is out for two to six weeks.

SYMPATHY

We express our Christian love and sympathy to 
• Karen McClain and family on the death of her aunt, Betty Kelly, on Thursday, March 31
• Piersen and Misty Lotz, Joanne Jenkins, and family on the death of Barbara “Bobbie” Ann Corsaro who passed away
 on Wednesday, April 6
• Mac Case and family on the death of his sister, Margaret Arthur, on Tuesday, April 26 

THANK YOUS

Thank you everyone at Bethany that helped with donations to Jones and Jones (aka Kenmore) for our Easter service
project.  The residents absolutely loved the crossword books and pens!!  Thanks to the tech center baking students for
all of the delicious cookies.  They were perfect!  Thank you to the youth for packing the bags and delivering all the
goodies on Easter.  The residents were so touched ... once again ... and so were we!!!!!  We have become a familiar
presence there and they are so grateful.  They know that they are loved ... for no reason ... other than that is what we are
called to do.  May we continue to bless them in Jesus’s name!!!!                                                          ~ Sarah Oatman

Dear Family of Faith, we want to thank you so very much for the care and concern shown to me and Dee following my
fall and hospitalization.  The prayers, phone calls, visits, cards, emails, and food meant more to us than we can say.  A
special thank you to Pastor Jackie and Donna Wicker for coming to the emergency room so very early in the morning.
I don't know how people who don’t have a church family get through times of crisis.  Thank you, again.
                                                                                                                 ~ In Christian Love, Ed (and Dee) McCann
  

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) VIRGINIA

2016 Regional Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Virginia
Friday, June 3, through Sunday, June 5, 2016 
Lynchburg College, Lynchburg, VA
Theme:  Crossing Barriers: Following Jesus Out of Our Comfort Zones

Join Disciples from across the state for a weekend of connecting and reconnecting with fellow Disciples in Virginia,
worshiping together, doing the work of the region, and learning, sharing, and fellowshiping together.  

This year’s theme, Crossing Barriers: Following Jesus Out of Our Comfort Zones, will focus on being a missional church
and a mission-oriented people.  It is hard to step out of our comfort zones, but there are so many possibilities when we
begin to follow Jesus’ call to do a new thing together!  Also at this Regional Assembly, there will be important
conversations on the possible restructure of the Region as a way to make sure their ministry is most effective.  A
celebration of 55 years of camping ministry at Craig Springs will end the weekend.  There will also be a Pre-Assembly
Workshop on Thursday, June 2, through Friday, June 3, titled Evangelism is Not Church Growth!  This workshop is
designed to challenge our thinking about evangelism, and to create an interest in church leaders for joining God’s mission
in a new way.  

Pastor Jackie will be attending this year’s Regional Assembly.  More information can be found online at www.ccinva.org,
or with Pastor Jackie at the church.

PAYMENT INFORMATION

People have wondered what does one pay a minister, soloist, etc. for a wedding or a funeral.  Here is the information that
was collected from our staff (monies are paid directly to the individuals):

Pastor Jackie Twedell for church members – $100 for a funeral and $200 for a wedding
for non-members – $100 for a funeral and $300 for a wedding
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Pianist Carol Molinares for church members – free for a funeral (doesn’t play for weddings)
for non-members – determined at the time for a funeral (doesn’t play for weddings)

Soloist Duane Toole for church members – a donation from the family for a funeral or a wedding
for non-members – $100 for a funeral and $100 for a wedding

  
Custodian William Lynch for church members – $50 for a funeral and $50 for a wedding reception (cleanup)

for non-members – $50 for a funeral and $50 for a wedding reception (cleanup)

Duane said that the going rate for an organist at a wedding is $200 - $250 including the consultation with the bride.

                  
 

    ANNIVERSARIES 
May

 Date       Years
   4 Daniel & Nikki Colbert   3

  6 David & Carole Moyer 21
  8 Geoff & Laura Terry     6
15 Geoff & Kim Gangloff 23
20 Brian & Penny Gradwell   38

      20  Darrell & Lori Blair   16 
21 Matt & Trish Carpenter 28
22 John & Robin Lancaster     6
23 Jim & Gladys Rountree   65
27 Ross & Jo Anne Dorneman 49
27 Kevin & Kim Brown     9
31 Michael & Ashley Koch   19      
31 Gregg & Cindy Nivala 36
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 May 2016
  

1
Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am

2 3

AA-YC          7:00 pm

4

Choir           7:30 pm

5

AA-YC          7:00 pm

6 7

8   Mother’s Day

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am

9 10

AA-YC          7:00 pm

11

Choir           7:30 pm

12

AA-YC          7:00 pm

13 14
Mother-Daughter
“Beach Party” luncheon  
         noon

15  Pentecost
      Pentecost Offering

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am
-----------------------------
Board Meeting   noon

16 17
DWF Circle #1
-time & place     TBA

-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

18

Choir           7:30 pm

19

AA-YC          7:00 pm

20 21

22  Pentecost Offering

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am
–Youth Sunday

23
DEADLINE FOR
JUNE NEWSETTE

24

AA-YC          7:00 pm

25

Choir           7:30 pm

26

DWF Circle #4 at 
church          7:00 pm
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

27 28

29
Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am

30 31    AA:  Alcoholics Anon 
YC:  Youth Center
DWF: Disciples
  Women’s Fellowship
TBA: to be announced
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