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SEPTEMBER SERVANTS
(cont.)

               USHERS - all month
        Chloe Blair
        Brian Gradwell
        Johnny Grubb

 ELDERS    
   4 - Dolores McCann and Becky Murrell
 11 - Penny Gradwell and Kevin Scholl
 18 - Johnny and Linda Grubb
 25 - Ray Crawford and Barbara Ozlin

     Communion to Home Bound      
primary: Brian and Penny Gradwell
secondary: Bob and June Sears

 DEACONS - all month
        Captain: Sarah McLillard
        Frances Pully
        David Walls
        Linda Walls
        substitute: Tyler Hawthorne

SEPTEMBER SERVANTS:

If you are unable to serve on the date(s)
assigned, please arrange for a replacement.

PROPERTY OPENER
and CLOSER - all month

         Eddie Basl

COMMUNION PREPARATION
   4 - Kim Brown and Sue Marion
 11 - Geoff and Kim Gangloff
 18 - DeLois and Jim Evans
 25 - Geoff and Kim Gangloff

WORSHIP LEADERS    
   4 - Dolores McCann
 11 - Jackie Twedell
 18 - Kevin Scholl
 25 - Barbara Ozlin

THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH

“Come with me, where dreams are born, and time is never planned.”                                                ~ Peter Pan
“Some of your best memories will come from some of your most foolish decisions.”                        ~ a minion
“Do not judge my story by the chapter you walked in on.”                                                                 ~ unknown

VISION STATEMENT

“To share the Good News of God’s activity in our lives through witness and service to Westover Hills, Stratford Hills,
and beyond, in order to encourage people to find their unique place in God’s family.”

FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

Sermons for September
September   4 – “The Potter’s Hands”
September 11 – Pastor Jackie’s Installation Service –> sermon by Rev. Nathan Brown
September 18 – Jim Davis, Stewardship Chairperson, guest minister
September 25 – Duane Toole, guest minister – “The Rich Man and Lazarus”

see calendar insert for 
dates and meetings
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As you all have probably heard, September 11, 2016, is a big day in the life of Bethany Christian Church!  On that day,
I will officially be installed as your Senior Minister.  I am really looking forward to celebrating with all of you, and I hope
to see every single one of you in worship that day!

Yes, I know that I have been your pastor for six months. (Wow! Has it really been six months already? Time flies when
you are having fun!) But this installation will officially mark the recognition of my ministry, of our ministry together, here
at Bethany Christian Church. 

I am especially excited about the installation, because the Regional Minister of Virginia, Rev. Lee Parker will be joining
us for worship. He, as a representative of the regional and general church, will lead the Covenant of Installation during
our worship service that morning. Also joining us for worship that morning is Rev. Nathan Brown, the Senior Minister
of First Christian Church in Hopkinsville, KY. Nathan is one of my mentors, and a good friend, and I am so honored
that he will be preaching the sermon. I know it will be a wonderful sermon –meaningful and thought-provoking. So much
of what I learned about my own preaching comes from listening to his excellent sermons for four and a half years while
I was the Associate Minister at FCC Hopkinsville. And of course, my parents will be here, too!

So I hope you will all join me in celebrating this special day!  I look forward to seeing you all there!

                                                                                                                                             ~ Blessings, Pastor Jackie

Pastor Jackie will be attending the Bethany Ecumenical Fellows Retreat in Kansas City, MO, from September 19 thru
September 23.  She will then be on vacation to September 27.  If you have any ministerial needs, please contact Barbara
Ozlin, Chairperson of the Elders, or Ross Dorneman, Moderator.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

The L.I.F.E. Class for August was on prayer.  Pastor Jackie shared some “tips” for prayers that she’s found helpful.  One
tip was to remember the word “ACTS” when you pray – “A” for adoration, “C” for confession, “T” for thanksgiving,
and “S” for supplication.  Another fun fact was that prayers are sometimes summed up in three categories: Help, Thanks,
and WOW!

Bibles were presented to these young people on Sunday, August 28: Abigail Rayne Krantz, Marcus Ryan Krantz,
Gwendylen Marie Krantz, and Bailey Katherine Murrell.

EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT

The Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat is just around the corner on Saturday, October 29, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.! The
Evangelism Department invites you to participate with us with the Trunk or Treat - what is needed YOU, your auto, and
some candy or small toys to give out to the children visiting you at your car.  If you would like your vehicle “dressed” for
the occasion, please let us know for we would love to help you with that, and if you would like to “dress or be costumed”
to match your vehicle, we could help you with that as well - there are tons of themes that we can do from religious to
scary (and you know we have plenty of costumes and props).  Please come celebrate with our community this night!!!

Some dates for your calendars 
4 Fall Festival/Trunk or Treat inventory:  Friday, September 16, from 6 - 8 / Sunday, September 25, after church
4 setting up the game booths in the Fellowship Hall:  Wednesday, October 26, and Thursday, October 27 from 5 - 7

Please volunteer as we cannot put this annual event on without the help of ALL of Bethany Christian Church.  The
Women-to-Women trip does not end until October 27, so the Evangelism Committee will need help to set-up the booths,
tables, lights, decorations, etc.

The donation box for small toys and candy for the Fall Festival will be in the Narthex at the beginning of October (people
involved in the Trunk or Treat provide their own toys and candy).  Feel free to shop for deals now for candy and save
it (don’t eat it!) until the donation box arrives in October.             ~ Penny Gradwell, Evangelism Chairperson
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District VII
On Sunday, October 2, the District VII Assembly will be held at Bon Air Christian Church starting with registration
at 4:00 p.m.  Vanessa Law will be our featured speaker, talking of her trip to ISRAEL & PALESTINE from her 2015
Women-to-Women journey.  We will have youth who attended CRAIG SPRINGS this summer share testimonies, prayers
and lead communion for us at the Assembly.  The cost for the Assembly is: $5 per person; max $10 per family!  The
OFFERING taken at the Assembly will go towards helping Penny Gradwell with her Woman-to-Woman trip to Ghana
and South Africa and to the general fund of Craig Springs.

STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT

Stewardship report as of July 31, 2016 (58.3% of the year)
Budgeted offering income received year-to-date $81,489.47  (64% of annual budget)
Total budgeted operating expenses year-to-date           $97,641.70  (52% of annual budget)

• Year-to-date, we have also received $7,093.35 in other income (including interest and dividends) and accounted for a
$9,862.15 fund gain in our Perpetual Endowment fund.

Stewardship - Commitment Campaign
It is the time of year we begin to plan our programs of ministry for 2017. We need to ask you to let us know your
intentions for next year to help us in this effort. The annual campaign will begin on Sunday, September 18, with a
message from Jim Davis during the worship service. You will receive a letter with a “Personal Commitment Card” and
a return envelope at about the same time.  Please prayerfully consider what you will give to financially support God's work
here at Bethany Christian Church, and return your completed card by Sunday, October 11. Thank you for your generous
support in the past, and thank you for the gifts you will give next year.                                ~ Jim Davis, Chairperson

WORLD OUTREACH DEPARTMENT

A.C.T.S. (Area Congregations Together in Service) – A.C.T.S. provides rent, mortgage, and utility assistance to make
it possible for those individuals and families in crisis to stay in their homes and avoid becoming homeless.  The assistance
is for a limited, situational, and temporary crisis; the person asking for help should have income and should be able to
normally pay his/her bills.  A.C.T.S. program managers also offer other support, such as budgeting instruction, to their
clients.  On Sundays, September 4 and 11, we will be taking up a special collection for A.C.T.S. so that we can partner
with their organization to refer potential clients to them.  Thank you for your support for those that need a hand.

Reconciliation – The Disciples in the Coastal Plains Area (C.P.A.) have been on an intentional journey over the last year
to be in meaningful, honest dialogue about the issue of racism and how we, as the church, respond.  Your gift to the
Reconciliation Offering is one way to help move us towards wholeness through grants across the general Church, faith-
based Disciples’ emphasis on being a pro-reconciling/anti-racist church and a MOVEment for wholeness.  Let us take
action and MOVE in ways small and large to show that LOVE is stronger than HATE.  LOVE WINS.   On Sunday,
September 25 and Sunday, October 2, we will be taking up our special Reconciliation Offering. 

WORSHIP DEPARTMENT

If You Can Sing, Should You?  Maybe God wants you to sing!  Choir rehearsals begin on Wednesday, September 7,
at 7:30 p.m.  The choir is open to anyone who is over 12 years of age.  See how it feels.  Come and become a part of
something greater than its parts.  Come and see!

Installation service – Mark your calendars to join us in Worship on Sunday, September 11, as we officially install Pastor
Jaclyn Twedell as the senior minister of Bethany Christian Church.  One of Pastor Jackie’s mentors, Rev. Nathan Brown,
Senior Minister at First Christian Church in Hopkinsville, Kentucky, will bring our sermon, and Lee Parker, Virginia’s
Regional Minister, will take part in the service.  After Worship, there will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall.  

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

In about six weeks, Penny Gradwell will be visiting South Africa and Ghana on the Woman-to-Woman Worldwide
(W2WW) journey sponsored by the Division of Overseas Ministries of the Disciples of Christ churches.  There is a
donation box under the table in the Narthex for these supplies for one of the schools that Penny’s group will be visiting:

Page 3



Crochet and knitting needles and wool / Art and craft supplies / Teenage reading books

Circle Meetings – Circle #1:  Tuesday, September 20, at 10:00 a.m. and Circle #4: Thursday, September 29, at 7:00
p.m.  Ladies, if you are not a member, please come to one of these meetings for study, projects, and fellowship. 
  

YOUTH

The youth are collecting items to take to the Jones & Jones (aka Kenmore) Adult Care Home.  There is a donation box
with a sign on it in the Narthex for these small gifts they wish to donate from our congregation to the residents:
hard candy (like peppermints) / little bags of chips / little bags of cookies, ho hos / Little Debbie cakes / small diet sodas

Also, the youth are taking orders for shirts or jackets with our church logo on them.  Please see Kim Gangloff if you are
interested in making a purchase!

“SHEEP AND SHEPHERDS”

First, I am pleased to announce that Donna Wicker has accepted the responsibility of coordinating the Bethany
Shepherding Program.  I appreciate her willingness and look forward to her leadership and help for us.

Next, mark your calendars for the ‘annual’ Shepherd/Flock Luncheon to be held  Sunday, October 9, following Worship
Service.  We will sit together and fellowship as flock groups.  We will have a short presentation after lunch from Cindy
Harris with LifeNet Health.  She will be speaking (from personal experience) about organ donation and giving the gift
of life – what happens when we sign up on our driver’s license and what that means for loved ones. 

We look forward to having as many flock members together as possible on October 9.  Shepherds will need numbers of
those attending soon.  Please let your Shepherd know if you can attend.  

Also, volunteers to help with a chili, soup, salad and cookie menu are welcome.  If you are willing to provide something
for the lunch, please contact Barbara Ozlin at 748- 9673.                                ~ Barbara Ozlin, outgoing coordinator

We are also interested in YOUR input about our shepherding program.  If you haven’t already done so, please
complete the questionnaire on Page 6 of this Newsette.  Thank you.

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Marie Peebles: home phone 594-5838 and cell phone 625-0345
Sheila Thayer: email is now sheilathayer2@gmail.com
Sara Mallory: cell phone 317-5231
Kelly Waldrop: cell phone 317-2552

COLLEGE ADDRESS

Kristin Hawthorne, James Madison University, JMU Box G344, Harrisonburg, VA  22807.

THANK YOUS

Jim and I would like to thank our wonderful family at Bethany for all the prayers, cards, calls, visits and food during my
recent surgery.  It means so much to feel the support all of you have given us.  Words can’t express how blessed we are. 
Thank you again and God Bless.                                                                                                ~ Dee and Jim Evans

Thank you all for all the love shown in cards, calls, visits and food during my surgery and beyond.  Knowing others care
means so much and I was overwhelmed by the number of cards, food, and caring.  May God bless each of you.  What
a wonderful family.                                                                                                                     ~ Love, Mary Kline

Thank you to everyone for their calls, cards, visits, and food during and after my surgery and my stay at the rehab facility. 
I’m getting along pretty well and hope to see you at church soon.                                               ~ Ann Hasty
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BRAIN TEASER
(from Barbara Ozlin’s lesson in 

Vacation Bible Camp)

Name TEN parts of the body that are made up of
only three letters (answers in Oct. Newsette):

__________      __________
__________      __________
__________      __________
__________      __________
__________      __________

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Hazel Heider on becoming a great grandmother.  Adia Clelland was born on August 2 to Karen and
Douglas Clelland in Florida; Hazel’s daughter, Nelda, is Doug’s mother.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Acute:
Carol Kimmel, Betty Stargardt (preparing for two more surgeries), Nell Toole (Duane Toole’s mother)

Ongoing:
Cadi Alton Cara Alton Merrily Baber 
Florence Banks Dee Evans Ann Hasty
Hazel Heider Carol Kimmel Mary Kline
Sandy Lewis Earl Little Carolyn Moore
Bobby Nelson Ken Roland Gladys Rountree
Æmembers of our church family struggling with chronic health issues, sadness, loneliness, and other burdens or those
that just need a “prayer hug”

Extended Church Family:
Miriam Adams  (John Lancaster’s grandmother)
Phil and Jean Anderson  (Merrily Baber’s sister and brother-in-law)
Amber  (Cara Alton’s friend)
Mercy Burks’ daughter  (Alton family friend) 
Lisa Carlson  (Carolyn Moore’s friend), her son, and her doctors
Cheryl (Sarah Oatman’s friend)
Pamela Cochran
Nicole Craig  (Barbara Ozlin’s niece)
Bill Dean  (Ashley’s Koch’s father)
Nick Elam  (Hugh and Mary Penn Hawthorne’s friend)
Linda Harrah  (Barbara Ozlin’s friend)
Jay and Kathy Hass  (Matt and Hilarie Koch’s friends on the death of their 9-year-old daughter)
Gaynelle Haynes  (Dee and Ed McCann’s friend)
“Jane” (Carolyn Moore’s friend)
Brenda Kidd (June Sears’ sister)
Keith and Linda Kimmel  (Mark Kimmel’s brother and sister-in-law)
Darren Moxin (Kevin Scholl’s friend)
Karen Peregoy (Dee and Jim Evans’ daughter)
Geraldine Russell  (Penny Gradwell’s mother)
Shantel (Merrily Baber’s friend)
Claudine Wood  (Carole Morris’ mother)

 

    ANNIVERSARIES 
September

 
 Date         Years
  16 Ned & Ginger Neece 21

18 Matt & Hilarie Koch   6
18 Wyatt & Emily Wolfe   2
19 Bob & June Sears 57
20 Les & Cynthia Nevins 29
26 David & Mary Roberts 24
30 Philip Lillard & Sarah

McLillard 10
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SHEPHERD PROGRAM QUESTIONNAIRE

Name(s) _ _______________________________________________________

Your shepherd(s) _________________________________________________  

We are interested in getting YOUR thoughts about the shepherding program here at
Bethany Christian Church.

What do you or would you appreciate your shepherd(s) doing for you and your family?
_____send cards on special occasions – illnesses, birthdays, anniversaries
_____have regular contact with you – see you at church, call you
_____visit you in your home
_____help with specific, personal needs
_____other – please list

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

What do you think your responsibilities are as a “sheep”?
_____keep in touch with your shepherd(s) 
_____keep in touch with the other members in your flock
_____notify your shepherd(s) when you or your family has a need
_____minister to your shepherd(s) when he/she has a need
_____other – please list

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Comments?
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Would you be willing to serve as a shepherd, co-shepherd, or assistant?  We have many
changing needs among our congregation, so the more helping hands we have, the greater
service we can do!

_____ Yes please call me at _______________________
_____ No

Please mail, telephone, or email your thoughts.                                 8/2016

5400 Forest Hill Avenue, Richmond, VA  23225 / 233-1066 / bethanycc@verizon.net
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Pastor Jackie is interested in getting a group from the church together to
attend these seminars.  Please contact her ASAP if you are interested.

Start with Good News: Rediscovering the Why of Evangelism

Union Presbyterian Seminary

September 27-29, 2016  (all day Tuesday and Wednesday / half day Thursday)

Cost: $25 per person / $100 maximum per church with lunch included on Tuesday and
Wednesday

Are you interested in thinking about evangelism in a new way? Have you ever thought, “I
really wish more people knew about our wonderful church...I just don't know to tell people
about it?” If so, join Pastor Jackie for this conference put on by Union Presbyterian Seminary
right here in Richmond.  Evangelism is sometimes a hard word to talk about in church (and
even harder to put into practice).  So I encourage you all to join me for this conference, so
that we can rediscover the joy of evangelism together!

From the promotional material:

Most mainline Protestant congregations spend a lot of time discussing the “whats” and
“hows” of their ministries but do not spend enough time on the “why” — the good news of
God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. Before we even think about evangelistic strategies and
outreach programs, church leaders and members need to relearn how to talk about the
gospel and why it matters in our lives and in the world.  Four keynote speakers—
representing traditional church settings, new worshipping communities, missional
communities, and social justice activism—will model this kind of gospel-talk by sharing why
the good news matters to them and how it shapes their ministries. “Good news sightings”
from their transformative work in the world will help us reimagine what evangelism looks like
for a post-Christendom church in the 21st century.

This conference will be highly participatory and incorporate small group reflection on the
keynote presentations. While individual attendees will certainly benefit from this experience,
we encourage you to attend with a team of clergy and lay leaders from your congregation.

More in fo rmat ion on the conference can be found on l ine a t
http://www.upsem.edu/events/start-with-good-news-rediscovering-the-why-of-evangelism/
or by calling Jackie at the church office. Please let Jackie know if you would like to attend
this conference by September 12.
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  Reaching People Under 30 /While Keeping People Over 60 

Creating Community Across Generations 

A Learning Experience & Coaching For Pastors & Key Leaders presented by
Eddie Hammett

 
Monday, October 10, 2016 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Colonial Place Christian Church

1200 N. Parham Road, Richmond, VA  23229 

Contact Brian Fleming at (804) 201-7183  or email cpccrva@verizon.net 

Reservations are required by October 5th 

Cost: $10 per person or $50 maximum per church

Review new material regarding reaching people under 30 while keeping people over 60, plus
dialogue and Q & A. Seating is limited.

Benefits for YOU if you participate in this learning experience: 

3REVIEW OF 8 PRACTICAL AND PROVEN PRINCIPLES of Reaching People Under 30 While
Keeping People Over 60 

3CLARIFY FOCUS & MOBILIZE SMALL CHURCHES to accomplish your unique divine mission

3SUPPORT, ENCOURAGEMENT AND NETWORKING with others on a similar journey toward
greater effectiveness 

 

Eddie Hammett – President of Transforming Solutions www.TransformingSolutions.org, author,
Church & Clergy Coach for CBFNC. Seasoned church minister, coach and consultant committed
to transforming the church for more effective ministry in our 21st century world. Learning
Experiences by Author of a Best Selling Book for last 7 years…. Reaching People Under 30 While
Keeping People Over 60 Revised edition in 2015. Author of 8 books that speaks how culture
impacts the way we do church today and tomorrow.

Eddie’s books will be available for purchase at the learning experiences or can be purchased online
in print or Kindle edition www.amazon.com. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 September 2016
  

    1

AA-YC          7:00 pm

2 3

4    ACTS offering   
Sun School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

5   
OFFICE CLOSED

6

AA-YC          7:00 pm

7

Choir           7:30 pm

8

AA-YC          7:00 pm

9

OFFICE CLOSED

10

AA-YC   7 to 8:30 pm

11  ACTS offering

-Grandparents’ Day- 

Sun School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

   with installation svc  

   for Pastor Jackie

12 13

AA-YC          7:00 pm

14

Choir           7:30 pm

15

AA-YC          7:00 pm

16

Fall Festival/Trunk or
Treat inventory 

         6:00 to 8:00 pm

17

AA-YC   7 to 8:30 pm

18  Stewardship

        Sunday

Sun School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

Jim Davis preaching

-----------------------------

Board Mtg          noon

19

|– Pastor Jackie at ...

20

Bethany Ecumenical

DWF Circle #1 at 

church        10:00 am

-----------------------------

AA-YC          7:00 pm

21

Fellows Retreat in ...

Choir           7:30 pm

22

Kansas City, MO .....

AA-YC          7:00 pm

23

...............................–|

24

AA-YC   7 to 8:30 pm

Jackie on vacation 

25  Reconciliation

         offering 
Stewardship Sunday

Sun School   9:45 am

Worship      11:00 am

Jackie on vacation -
Duane Toole preaching

-----------------------------

Fall Festival inventory

                        noon

26

DEADLINE FOR
OCTOBER
NEWSETTE

Jackie on vacation

27

AA-YC          7:00 pm

     3 Seminar at Union 

28

Choir           7:30 pm

Presbyterian Seminary

29

DWF Circle #4 at 

church          7:00 pm

-----------------------------

AA-YC          7:00 pm

(see info) 3

30  AA:  Alcoholics Anon

 YC:  Youth Center

 DWF: Disciples

  Women’s Fellowship
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