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DECEMBER SERVANTS
(cont.)

 ELDERS    
   4 - Ray Crawford and Barbara Ozlin
 11 - Bob and June Sears
 18 - Kevin Scholl and Donna Wicker
 24 - 4:00: Ross Dorneman and TBA
 24 - 11:30: Brian and Penny Gradwell
 25 - Dolores McCann and Linda Spencer

     Communion to Home Bound      
primary: Ray Crawford and Barbara Ozlin
secondary: Ross Dorneman and 

      Elizabeth Little

 DEACONS - all month
        Captain: Robin Lancaster
        Jo Anne Dorneman
        John Lancaster
        Christie Rolston
        substitute: Ollie Peebles

BETHANY CHRISTIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT

“To share the Good News of God’s activity in our lives through witness and service to Westover Hills, Stratford Hills,
and beyond, in order to encourage people to find their unique place in God’s family.”

THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH

“Be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud.”                                                                         ~ Maya Angelou

“Be tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, tolerant of the weak, because someday in your life you will be
all of these.”                                                                                                                    ~ George Washington Carver

CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

Friday, December 23
Monday, December 26
Monday, January 2

see calendar insert for 
dates and meetings

DECEMBER SERVANTS:

If you are unable to serve on the date(s)
assigned, please arrange for a replacement.

PROPERTY OPENER
and CLOSER - all month

         David Walls

COMMUNION PREPARATION
   4 - Barbara Ozlin and Sheila Thayer
 11 - Lori Blair and Sue Marion
 18 - Dolores and Ed McCann
 24 - 4:00: TBA
 24 - 11:30: Brian and Penny Gradwell
 25 - Dolores and Ed McCann

WORSHIP LEADERS    
   4 - Barbara Ozlin
 11 - Jackie Twedell
 18 - Donna Wicker
 25 - Dolores McCann

               USHERS - all month
        Jim Evans
        John Massie
        Peggie Massie
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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

The season of Advent is one of my favorite times of the church year.  It marks the beginning of the new church year, and
it is all about watching, waiting, and preparing for the birth of Jesus.

This year, Bethany Christian Church will be celebrating an active Advent.  We are waiting, yes, but as we wait for Jesus’
birth, we are all encouraged to do something simple to bring God’s love, joy, peace, and hope into our world.  I hope you
all have picked up a devotional packet with our daily simple acts, and I hope you have checked out our Advent video on
our website!  If you haven’t, be sure to go to www.bethanyccdoc.org to check it out.  You can find the devotional packets
there too!

One of my favorite things to do at the beginning of Advent is to re-read one of my favorite poets, Ann Weems’s book
Kneeling in Bethlehem.  My mother gave it to me a few years ago, and ever since then, I have always reached for it during
the first few days of Advent.  (I’ve had to dig it out of one of the boxes where my books currently reside, but I found it!) 
Her poems really get me in the spirit of Advent and Christmas.  I wanted to share with you my favorite Advent poem. 
It is called “The Coming of God,” by Ann Weems.
  
Our God is the One who comes to us 

in a burning bush,
in an angel’s song,

in a newborn child.
Our God is the One who cannot be found

locked in the church,
not even in the sanctuary.

Our God will be where God will be
with no constraints,

no predictability.
Our God lives where our God lives,

and destruction has no power
and even death cannot stop

the living.
Our God will be born where God will be born,

But there is no place to look 
for the One who comes to us.

When God is ready
God will come

even to a godforsaken place
like a stable in Bethlehem.

Watch…
for you know not when

God comes.
Watch, that you might be found

whenever
wherever 

God comes. 

Advent Blessings to you all!  May you find joy, peace, love, and hope as you actively wait for the birth of our God who
comes to us in a newborn child!                                                                                           ~ Blessings, Pastor Jackie

PASTOR’S CLASS

Pastor Jackie will be teaching a Pastor’s Class next year (January 29, February 5, February 12, February 19) for any 4th or
5th grader who is interested in learning about Baptism and what it means to be baptized.  These classes will take place
immediately following worship.  If you know any 4th or 5th graders, or anyone older, who might be interested in taking this
class, please contact Pastor Jackie.  More information will be coming soon.

Page 2

http://http:/hich/af36/dbch/af338/loch/f36%20//www.bethanyccdoc.org


MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Our annual membership meeting to review and approve the church operating budget for 2016 will be held Sunday,
December 11, after the Worship service.  Please be present at this important meeting in the life of our church.

MODERATOR MESSAGE

As your outgoing Moderator, permit me to share some personal observations about our denomination, generally, and our
church, particularly.

! I was raised a Lutheran and became a Disciple in 1967, after Jo Anne and I married.  I was attracted to the Disciple
tradition because the church was lay centered – and encouraged members to think for themselves – agreeing, only,
that Christ was our center.  There is no requirement to give assent to any statement of belief or creed. Nor is there
any "official" interpretation of the Bible.  This theology should continue to attract new members – and we should
emphasize that more in our literature and outreach.

! Having said that, we need to understand that people, today, are not denominationally bound and often choose places
to worship based solely on programs and proximity to their home or work.

! In terms of our worship (ideas for Worship co-chairs, Sue Marion and Linda Grubb):

I would like to see us spend less time on “announcements” (people can read at their leisure) – and observe quiet
reflection during the prelude. Similarly, less time on “announcements” would allow more time for the sermon and
other worship elements.

I would like to see our youth and young adults take part in our worship service, regularly.

I would like to see us host a music program of some kind on a regular basis – vocal and/or instrumental.  We have
such talent in our midst – and we should continue to use it in worship and in a programmatic context. This could
attract new members.

! Pastor Jackie’s sermons are thought provoking and meaningful.  So glad they are online – and we should also use
that fact in our evangelistic efforts.

! We should continue to grow our social media profile (Facebook, particularly) and web site communication efforts. 
This is the prime touch point for new members – particularly youth and young adults.

! We must find ways to increase our membership and, accordingly, our revenue.  We are blessed with current resources
– but they will diminish over time (as they have over the past 2 decades).

! Our building is functional – but old. It will require substantial repair and/or renovation in the near future (heating
and A/C, for example).  We need to plan for those resource needs.

! We are fortunate to have such a dedicated and professional staff.  Thank you Jackie, Donna, Duane, Carol, William,
Emily, Marie and Kim.  

! And special thanks to Dolores McCann for her many years of board secretarial work – and for managing our very
important e-mail ministry.

! Our vision and mission are broad.  Can you state them?  Are they still reflective of where we are today – and where
we’d like to go?  

We can make 2017 a great year in the life of Bethany Christian Church.  Changes are likely – and necessary.  I’m looking
forward to the challenges ahead – supporting and working with our new moderator, Jim Davis.  I know you are, too!       
                                                                                                                                 ~ Ross Dorneman, November 2016
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT

Children’s Christmas Program
We are practicing during Children’s Church for the next two Sundays and will do a dress rehearsal during Children’s Church
on December 11.  On the day of the program, the young people need to be at church at 9:30 a.m. at the latest.
 
There will be NO regular Sunday School on Sunday, December 18, as EVERYONE is invited to the Christmas Program
at 9:45 a.m.  If you have questions, please call Carol Kimmel at 363-6312 or Barbara Koch at 339-4173.  The kids are making
Christmas their own this year!

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  DEPARTMENT

Fall Festival “Thank Yous” – Christie Rolston and I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped decorate and run
the games in the Fellowship Hall for the Fall Festival.  Special thanks to The Man with the sound, Christopher Gangloff.
Technical lighting experts, Darrell Blair, David Walls, Brian Harman and Gordon Rolston.  Gaming leaders, Frances Pully,
Linda Walls, Merrily Baber, Cara Alton, Sarah Oatman, Barbara Ozlin and Rod Grundy.  The Cake Walk was made possible
by a donation by the Cremation Society of Virginia ... Spooky.  The community was very appreciative and the children had
a blast.                                                                                                                                                     ~ Becky Murrell

Brunch after Children’s Christmas Program – There will be a brunch following the Children’s Christmas Program on
Sunday, December 18. Please see Becky Murrell or Christie Rolston if you wish to help.

EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT

2017 Craig Springs Calendars – Penny Gradwell is selling calendars to raise funds for Craig Springs Camp.  The cost is 
$15 each, and our own Rae Magnuson’s picture is in the calendar for the month of May.  Checks can be made payable to
“Friends of Craig Springs”.  Thank you so very much for your support.
  

STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT

Stewardship report as of October 31, 2016 (83.33% of the year)
Budgeted offering income received year-to-date $115,263.27  (91% of annual budget)
Total budgeted operating expenses year-to-date           $150,195.92  (79% of annual budget)

• Year-to-date, we have also received $10,695.26 in other income (including interest and dividends) and accounted for a
$16,987.62 fund gain in our Perpetual Endowment fund. 

WORLD OUTREACH DEPARTMENT

Christmas Offering – Read Luke 2: 25–32 for the story of Simeon, a devout and righteous man, who was told by the Holy
Spirit that he would not die until he saw Israel’s Messiah, a season of Advent for him ... he saw Jesus when, at age 8 days,
he was brought to the temple. During our Season of Advent, our Christmas offering supports the ministries of our region.
These ministries include, but are not limited to, camps; helping existing congregations; calling, commissioning, and ordaining
new pastors; and many other things within our region.  Also during Advent, we can look at a people who believe and hope
that through the Holy Spirit we can see Salvation and become a light of revelation to all people. Your gifts will make a
difference. Please prayerfully consider your contribution to our Christmas Offering on Sunday, December 11, and Sunday,
December 18.

Hurricane Matthew – We raised $220.00 for Week of Compassion to use for victims of the devastation from Hurricane
Matthew. 

WORSHIP DEPARTMENT

As we enter the Christmas season let’s think about what we can give and do, instead of what we will get.  Many have given

their time and talents to decorating our church for the Advent season.  We thank each of you who faithfully volunteer.  The

choir’s anthem was beautiful this past Sunday.  Much appreciation is given to our choir members and Duane.  We look

forward to hearing more beautiful music.                                                                        ~ Sue Marion and Linda Grubb
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Chancel Choir Cantata will be Sunday, December 11, during the Worship service.

Christmas Eve Services will be at 4:00 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24.

Christmas Morning Service will be at 11:00 a.m.  There will be no Sunday School on Sunday, December 25.

       

SHEPHERDING PROGRAM

In 2017, we hope to implement changes to our Shepherding Program that may get more people involved in caring for our

church family.  You should be contacted (if you haven’t already been) by your current shepherds about ways that you can

help or about ways that the church family can help you.  Please let us know if you have questions.

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP (DWF)

Blanket Sundays – “Thank you” to all who donated on our Blanket Sundays.  We collected $742.00 for Church World

Service – 74 people will be warmer this winter or comforted during a disaster.

YOUTH OUTREACH

Jones and Jones (aka Kenmore) – We are collecting small items for the 126 residents of this adult care facility so they will

have gifts for Christmas and know the love of Jesus.  So far, we have enough packs of tissues, word search books, and diet

sodas.  Any other small items that you’d like to donate for a gift bag, please put them in the box in the Narthex – examples

are note pads, ball point pens or pencils, eyeglass cleaning cloths.  The bags will be delivered on Friday, December 16.  We

will also be singing Christmas carols to the residents of the V.A. Hospital on Friday, December 9.

THANK YOU

Dear Rev. Jackie, Barbara, and parish members, Thank you so much for allowing me the opportunity to worship, as well as

break bread and engage in such important discussions.  It is clear you are a deeply devoted and committed group.  Please

know I will be holding you each in prayer as you continue to respond to the needs of caregivers and partners in care and

develop Bethany Christian’s ministry.  If I can be of further assistance, please know I am available.  Thanksgiving blessings

to you all!  Grace and peace.                     ~ Erin Burnette, MSW, MDiv, Social Worker, at Circle Center Adult Day Services

SYMPATHY

We express our Christian love and sympathy to Kelly Waldrop and family on the death of her aunt, Frances Suzanne

Shepperson Fadool, on November 6, 2016, and to the family and friends of Russell C. Harris, Jr., on his death on November

21, 2016.

PRAYER CONCERNS

Acute:

Harry Arnold (Kim Gangloff’s father), Roy Clark (Hugh and Mary Penn Hawthorne’s friend), Ellis family (Mary Kline’s friends), Penny
Gradwell and her dear friend (health concerns), Nancy Hamilton (Ross and Jo Anne Dorneman’s friend), Mary Penn Hawthorne,
Helen Knighton, Karen Peregoy (Dee and Jim Evans’ daughter), Jim Rountree 

Ongoing:
Merrily Baber Florence Banks Dee Evans Ann Hasty
Hazel Heider Sandy Lewis Earl Little                     Elizabeth Little    
Carolyn Moore Ken Roland Gladys Rountree Betty Stargardt

Æmembers of our church family struggling with chronic health issues, sadness, loneliness, and other burdens or those
that just need a “prayer hug”
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Extended Church Family:
Miriam Adams  (John Lancaster’s grandmother)

Phil and Jean Anderson  (Merrily Baber’s sister and brother-in-law)

Lisa Carlson  (Carolyn Moore’s friend), her son, and her doctors
Jim Castle  (Donna Yates’ cousin)

Pamela Cochran
Bill Dean  (Ashley’s Koch’s father)

Nick Elam  (Hugh and Mary Penn Hawthorne’s friend)

“Jane”  (Carolyn Moore’s friend)

Geraldine Russell  (Penny Gradwell’s mother)

Nell Toole  (Duane Toole’s mother)

Claudine Wood  (Carole Morris’ mother)

CHRISTMAS CARDS

Don’t forget about the mailboxes in the Narthex to the left of the Sanctuary doors for “sending” your Christmas cards.  One
caveat:  the church will not postal mail your cards, so do not put cards in the mailboxes for people who do not attend
church regularly.  Also, keep checking between now and Christmas, and if some of your cards are not being picked up, you
will have to mail or hand deliver them.

LOST AND FOUND

Remember that there is a “lost and found” box in the hallway towards the Fellowship Hall.  The box will be emptied in a
few weeks, so see if any goodies are yours.

CHRISTMAS LOVE GIFTS TO THE STAFF

As is our custom, we want to recognize our staff with year-end gifts.  Please give Ross Dorneman or Barbara Ozlin your gift
of cash (or check) to do so.  If you are writing a check, please make it payable to “Ross Dorneman” noting “staff gift” on
the memo line.  We appreciate your gifts by Sunday, December 18.  Thank you.

2017 FLOWER CHART

The flower chart for 2017 is up on the small board next to the kitchen.  Please sign up for your special day for flowers for
the Sanctuary.

INCLEMENT WEATHER NOTIFICATION

Pastor Jackie, Ross Dorneman, and Jim Davis have the information for CBS and NBC to notify them if we have to cancel
services due to inclement weather.  If you have a question, please tune it to one of those stations.

 

    ANNIVERSARIES 
December

 Date       Years
  2 Hugh & Mary Penn Hawthorne 66
  3 Tim & Mary McDermott   28
  4 Earl & Elizabeth Little 17  
11 Charles & Linda Wyatt 35
30 Doug & Anne Marie Gregor 21
30 Dick & Barb Koch 44
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 December 2016
 AA:  Alcoholics Anon 

YC:  Youth Center
DWF: Disciples
  Women’s Fellowship

    1

AA-YC          7:00 pm

2 3

4  Advent - PEACE

Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am

5 6

AA-YC          7:00 pm

7

Choir           7:30 pm

8

AA-YC          7:00 pm

9

Christmas caroling to
V.A. Hospital       TBA

10

11  Advent - JOY

Christmas offering
Sun School   9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am
–Cantata
-----------------------------
Membership mtg

12 13

DWF Circle #1 at 
church (luncheon)  
                   10:30 am
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

14

Choir           7:30 pm

15

DWF Circle #4 at 
Barbara Ozlin’s home
                     6:30 pm
-----------------------------
AA-YC          7:00 pm

16
Fellowship Class lunch
at Hugh & Mary Penn
Hawthorne’s home
                   11:30 am
-----------------------------
Christmas caroling to
Jones & Jones    TBA

17

18  Advent - LOVE

Christmas offering
Children’s Christmas
Program/Brunch
                     9:45 am
Worship      11:00 am

19
DEADLINE FOR
JANUARY
NEWSETTE

20

AA-YC          7:00 pm

21

Choir           7:30 pm

22

AA-YC          7:00 pm

23
OFFICE CLOSED

24
Christmas Eve Svcs
-family            4:00 pm
-“midnight”    11:30 pm

25  Christmas Day

no Sunday School –
only Worship at
                  11:00 am

26
OFFICE CLOSED

27

AA-YC          7:00 pm

28

Choir           7:30 pm

29

AA-YC          7:00 pm

30 31
Happy New Year’s Eve
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