
       The Newsette
Bethany Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

5400 Forest Hill Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23225-2513

“A Family of Faith, Growing in Christ, Growing through Service.” 
www.facebook.com/bethanyccdoc          bethanycc@verizon.net

February, 2015

Volume 54, Issue 2 

Reverend Ben Moore
Senior Minister

Donna Wicker
Church Secretary

Duane Toole
 Director of Music

Lia Ferrell
Organist

William Lynch
Custodian

To  s u b m it in fo rm atio n  fo r th e
Ne w s e tte , y o u  c an  s e n d  an  e -m ail to :

bethanycc@verizon.net

Telephones:
(804) 233-1066 or (804) 233-9515

Dates to Remember:

Mondays, Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23
6:30 pm

Financial Peace University

Sunday, Feb. 8 - noon
Evangelism Dept. meeting

Sunday, Feb. 15 - noon

Valentine’s Day luncheon

Tuesday, Feb. 17 - 5:00 - 7:00 pm
“Fat Tuesday” celebration (see info)

Wednesday, Feb. 18 

12:30 pm and 7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday services

Sunday, Feb. 22 - noon

Congregational Life Dept. meeting

   Monday, Feb. 23
Deadline for March 

Newsette information

starts Tuesday, Feb. 24 - 6:30 pm
starts Wednesday, Feb. 25 - 1:15 pm

Bible Study (see info)

 THE PASTOR’S DESK

I’m still finding artificial pine needles around the house, yet Lent is almost ready
to begin.  The heights and celebration of the Christmas season are just starting
to fade as the ordinary day to day of January and February settles in.  During
Advent and Christmas our eyes turn to the stable and the manger, looking for
the coming of the Christ Child.  During Lent and Easter our eyes turn to the
cross and the empty tomb, remembering Christ’s sacrifice and victory over
death.  But what do we do with this in-between time? 

It seems like the big events are the things we pour our time and energy into, and
often we go through the motions in the in-between times.  How can we stay
engaged with the calling Jesus places before us as individuals and as a church
during these times?  The calling of these times feels simultaneously
overwhelming and lacking urgency.  The problems of the day-to-day world are
many, and it is hard to discern which are the most important.  Simultaneously,
because we don’t have the power to fix them, they can feel like callings that can
be put off.  They often don’t directly affect us in obvious ways and so they are
easier to put off.

But how did Jesus handle these ordinary in-between times?  Between His birth
and his death and resurrection, what did Jesus do with the time and talents He
had?  When we read the four Gospels, we can quickly come to the conclusion
that no day was just an ordinary day for Jesus.  Healing, teaching, meals, casting
out demons, performing other miracles, and the forgiveness of sins are not an
ordinary day for any of us.  But this is what Jesus did with His ordinary days.

Our ordinary days can be filled with miracles.  They can be filled with feeding
the hungry, loving the unloved, extending welcome to the outsider, and seeing
God’s Spirit moving throughout our days.  But we have to be conscious of
seeking God’s calling, sensing God’s Spirit, and doing God’s work in our world. 
Even our most ordinary days can be filled with miracles, when we work hand-in-
hand with the Holy Spirit.  

Happy to be working with you, 

Pastor Ben

VISION STATEMENT

“To share the Good News of God’s activity in our lives through witness and
service to Westover Hills, Stratford Hills, and beyond, in order to encourage
people to find their unique place in God’s family.”
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February Servants:

ELDERS 
   1 - Bob Sears - June Sears
   8 - Dolores McCann - Becky Murrell
 15 - Brian Gradwell - Penny Gradwell
 18 (12:30) Dee McCann-Becky Murrell
 18 (7:00) Ross Dorneman - 

Linda Spencer
 22 - Mary Penn Hawthorne - 

Barbara Ozlin

     Communion to Home Bound      
DeLois Evans - Jim Evans

Bob Sears - June Sears
  

      DEACONS - all month
Ollie Peebles:  Captain

Christie Rolston, Rae Magnuson,
Linda Walls

Substitute: Jo Anne Dorneman

USHERS - all month
Darrell Blair, Kristin Hawthorne,

Scot Hawthorne, Tyler Hawthorne

 COMMUNION PREPARATION
   1 - Marie Peebles - Ollie Peebles
   8 - Marie Peebles - Ollie Peebles
 15 - Marie Peebles - Ollie Peebles
 22 - Marie Peebles - Ollie Peebles

PROPERTY OPENER/CLOSER
Scot Hawthorne

If you are unable to serve on the date
assigned, please arrange for a

replacement.

SERMON TITLES AND SCRIPTURES FOR FEBRUARY

Feb.  1 - “The Prodigal Son” – 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Luke 15:11-20
Feb.  8 - “The Prodigal’s Brother” – 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; 

Luke 15:25-30
Feb. 15 - “The Prodigal’s Father” – Mark 9:2-9; Luke 15:20-24, 31-32  
Feb. 22 - “Highs and Lows” – Psalm 25:1-10; Mark 1:9-15

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE DEPARTMENT

Greeters – Beginning in March, the Congregational Life Department will be
re-introducing the “Greeter Program”.  The volunteers for this program would:
• Stand at the double doors beside the kitchen, and greet members and

especially visitors to church.  The times that you  would be needed are from
9:30 to 10:00 and then again from 10:40 to 11:00. 

• Hand out gift bags to new visitors.
• Get contact information from the visitors.
• Ask if the visitor would mind wearing a visitor tag.
• Direct visitors to important places like the Sanctuary, restrooms, and Sunday

School classrooms.
• Be available to answer questions.

We feel that this program is something that is lacking in our church and that many
times a visitor goes unnoticed and leaves with no one speaking to them.  This way
they have a connection to someone and a person to ask questions to.  It also will
help us to learn other members names that we do not know!

If you are interested in this ministry (no experience required), give me a call
(363-6312) or email me (Carol_Kimmel@comcast.net).  The number of  volunteers
I get would indicate how many times you would serve.  Prayerfully consider this
ministry so we will get lots of volunteers; I have already gotten some calls!!  It’s time
for us to DO SOMETHING!! 

In February, I’ll post a sign up sheet with the information.  Thanks so much!!!

In His Service, Carol Kimmel

Valentine Luncheon – Congregational Life Department will host the annual
Valentine luncheon on Sunday, February 15, immediately following the worship
service. Our theme is the Love of Jesus.  We hope everyone will attend.
 
2015 Bethany Christian Church Pictorial Directory –  Please mark your calendars!
Photos for the Pictorial Directory will be taken:

Thursday, March 26   2:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Friday, March 28   2:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Saturday, March 29 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 
Registration will be held immediately after church February 8,  February 22, and
March 1.  Families that will be taking multiple group photos should sign up as soon
as possible.  We will be announcing, emailing, calling, and handing out additional
information.  Call Rebecca Murrell (745-8024) or Christie Rolston (675-0249) with
any questions. We think this will be a wonderful experience for everyone.  Our last
pictorial directory was done in 2008, so it is time for a new one!  Each family that
is photographed gets a free 8 x 10 photo and a free directory!

Scheduled Meetings

 Sunday

   Sunday School  -  9:45 am  
Sunday Worship - 11:00 am

(includes Children’s Church)

Wednesdays - 7:30 pm
Chancel Choir practice

(no practice on Wed., Feb. 18)

Fridays, Feb. 6, 20, 27(?) - 6:30 pm
Create Worship practice

Tuesday, Feb. 17 - 10:00 am

D.W.F. Circle #1 meeting
at church

Thursday, Feb. 19 - noon

Young at Heart at Peking
13132 Midlothian Turnpike

Thursday, Feb. 26 - 7:00 pm

D.W.F. Circle #4 meeting
at church

Tuesdays/Thursdays - 7:00 pm

AA meetings in Youth Center
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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Pastor’s Class – The Pastor’s Class will begin on Sunday, February 22, for children ready to make a profession of faith
in Jesus Christ.  During the six-week class, children will learn about Jesus, the Bible, the history of the Christian Faith,
prayer, the Holy Spirit, and what it means to be a follower of Jesus here at Bethany.  If you or your child is interested
in making a profession of faith and joining this class, please talk to Pastor Ben.

Lenten Bible Study – Pastor Ben will be leading a Lenten Bible Study titled “A Bulwark Never Failing” focusing on how
we can be faithful to a God whose promises do not fail.  We will read stories of those who have walked alongside God,
fallen away, and found that God still does not fail.  The study can be attended on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 or Wednesday
afternoons at 1:15.  It will start February 24/25 and run until March 31/April 1.
 

STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT

We are pleased to be able to report that we ended the year 2014 in much better financial shape than we anticipated at
the beginning of the year.  Our budget was based on using nearly $40,000.00 from the Perpetual Endowment Fund. At
year end we had only had to use $10,000.00 from the Perpetual Endowment Fund and $5,000.00 from the Scottrade
Investment Account to meet expenses during the year.   A big thank you is owed the various Departments who were
quite creative in finding ways to limit their expenditures during the year.  It should be noted that most of the $15,000.00
we used from “savings” was covered by a total net growth in the investment value of the funds of $11,374.82.  As we
move forward in 2015, we will need to continue to look for ways to limit our expenditures while still providing the
important programs of ministry we offer our members and the community.

A brochure is available for anyone interested in more information on the performance of our Perpetual Endowment
Fund which is invested with the Christian Church Foundation.  If you would like to have a copy of the brochure or if
you have questions about the budget or our financial systems, please contact Jim Davis, Chairperson of the Stewardship
Department. 

WORLD OUTREACH DEPARTMENT

Bainbridge – Twelve bags of nonperishable food items were taken to Bainbridge in January  (thank you to Charles
Stevens for taking these bags).

Week of Compassion – “I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it should be a fair
balance between your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for your need, in order that
there may be a fair balance.”  2 Corinthians 8: 12-13.

The theme of this year’s Week of Compassion offering is “Give and Change the World.”  In the early times, when a
famine hit, the Apostle Paul put out a plea for assistance.  The earliest believers put their compassion into action, much
as we do today, to assist those in need.

We only need to watch the TV news or read the newspaper to see the needs: natural disasters, war, and violence.  We
are called to help.  This is a part of giving back to God a portion of what He has blessed us with.

The best part, at least for me, is knowing that Week of Compassion monies go directly to those in need; it does not go
toward salaries or overhead expenses.  I have a friend who is not a member of a Disciples of Christ church, but she gives
a check to Week of Compassion for this very reason.

Won’t you join in and prayerfully “Give and Change the World?”  Our Week of Compassion offerings will be collected
on Sunday, February 15, and Sunday February 22.
 

WORSHIP DEPARTMENT

Ash Wednesday services will be held on Wednesday, February 18.  There will be two opportunities to worship – 12:30
p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
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“SOUPER BOWL” OF CARING

On Sunday, February 1, we will celebrate the 25  anniversary of the “Souper Bowl” of Caring by asking for yourth

contribution of a canned good and/or money for those less fortunate.  Our young people will be in the Narthex
following Worship to receive your donations.

ELDERS AND DEACONS WORKSHOP

Dr. Richard Weis, a professor from Lexington Theological Seminary,  will lead a study on “Keeping Faith in Times of
Change” on March 6 and 7 at Christmount Christian Assembly, Black Mountain, NC  28711.  Lodging, meals, and
conference cost $110.00 per person, double occupancy, and $150.00 single occupancy.  Sounds like a good getaway and
an opportunity to learn as well. Register at christmount.org/elderworkshop.html or call (828) 669-8977.

Perhaps a group from Bethany might go together.  If you are interested, please see Pastor Ben or Barbara Ozlin. 

YOUNG AT HEART GROUP

The “Young at Hearts” will be going to the Peking Restaurant at 13132 Midlothian Turnpike on Thursday, February
19, at noon.  Contact Bob Sears (804-794-5419) or Vernon King (804-744-2134) to be counted in for the reservations.

DISCIPLES WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Ladies’ Tea – The Disciples Women’s Fellowship invites ALL the women of the church to our Ladies’ Tea on Saturday,
March 21, at 2:00 p.m.  Our guest speaker will be Pat Mays who was our region’s representative to the Woman-to-
Woman mission this fall.  Pat will tell us about her trip to France and Italy.  Many of you already know Pat; she is a
member of Seventh Street Christian Church and is active in both our district and regional activities.  For the Tea, please
wear a hat if you have one - fancy, plain, or silly!  And bring along your teacup.  (Of course, hats are not mandatory, and
we’ll have cups for those who don’t bring one.)  We do hope you will join us for fun, fellowship, and to welcome Pat
Mays to our church.  Oh, and one more thing to bring – a friend!

Blessing Box Offerings – The Disciples Women’s Fellowship invites the congregation to join us in receiving our offerings
for our blessing boxes on Sunday, March 15, and Sunday, March 22.  We hope that you have been counting your
blessings throughout the year and dropping coins into your blessing box (or container) day by day.  Our blessing box
offering goes to further the wider mission of the Disciples of Christ.  None of the money you donate is kept by Bethany
– it all goes to missions.  Please make your check out to Bethany and mark in the item line that it is for “Blessing Boxes”
or mark the outside of an envelope that the money inside is for “Blessing Boxes”.  Additional envelopes will be in the
Narthex for this offering.  Our D.W.F. thanks each member of Bethany for his/her continued support of this worthwhile
project.  We collected $782.45 from our blessing boxes last year!

Box Tops and Labels – 256 school point box tops and Campbell products labels have been turned into Elizabeth Redd
Elementary School to help purchase audio-visual equipment.  Thanks for your donations, and keep ‘em coming!  The
container in the Narthex will be checked every other month.                                                            ~ Linda Spencer

OLD HYMNALS

We have NINE boxes of our former hymnals in the basement, many of which were given to the church in honor of or
in memory of our loved ones.  If you are interested in adding one or more of these hymnals to your collection, please
contact Sue Marion at (804) 740-5251.  We will be finding a new place for them.

SYMPATHY

We express our Christian love and sympathy to:
• Jim Davis and family on the death of his brother, Rev. Richard “Rik” Hilton Davis
• Sarah McLillard and family on the death of her grandmother
• Dee McCann and family on the death of her cousin, Jessie Gay Johnson
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Susan Anderson (Merrily Baber’s nephew’s wife); Merrily Baber; Eddie Basl; Michael Britton (Charlotte West’s son); Carol
Browder; Kitty and Mac Case; Doris Cochran; Daniel Colbert; Bobbie Corsaro (shoulder surgery Feb. 19); Billie
Crawford; Jim Evans; Holly Fleek & family (Alton family friends); Tina Frank (John & Linda Spencer’s daughter); Russell
Harris; Ann Hasty; Hugh Hawthorne; Misty Insley; Jen (Margot Krantz’ friend); Jessie Gay Johnson (Dee McCann’s cousin);
Mark Kimmel; John Lancaster’s grandmother; Sarah McLillard’s grandmother; Bob and Janice Midkiff; Hilda Murrell;
Zachary Pletcher; Karen Pugh and her sister-in-law; Doug Reeves (Carol Molinares’ father); Jack Rizek (Ben Moore’s cousin);
Ken Roland; Gladys Rountree; the Russell family (John Lancaster’s friends); John Spencer; Duane Toole; Frances Waters;
Rick Williamson (Sonny & Carol Browder’s son-in-law); Donna Yates and family.

THANK YOU NOTES

Thank you all so much for the lovely peace lily you sent on the occasion of my mother, Gladys DeBerry’s, passing.  It was
such a thoughtful expression of your kindness and friendship, and I am grateful for both.  Mom loved Bethany for nearly
43 years of attendance, and I know she appreciated the many members who attended the visitation, funeral, or both.  I
wish you all a happy and safe new year.  Thank you again.                 ~Diane DeBerry Krehmeyer, Charlottesville, VA

On behalf of the entire Rik Davis family, I would like to thank everyone for your prayers, expressions of concern, visits,
meals and cards.  Your continuing care during the many months of his illness have been a great comfort to us all.
                                                                                                                                                                  ~ Jim Davis

Dear Bethany Family, 
I  wanted to take a moment to share my sincere thanks with you all for the wonderful gifts and letters you sent to

me. I have very limited time over here to be able to reply to each of you individually, but if I get the time I will.
The cards and letters that you poured your hearts into have been a wonderful testament to me of your support and

love during this time of hardship I am experiencing. The mission I am a part of is very important, and rest assured it is
aiding in keeping our nation and loved ones safe.

To the younger hearts that made me pictures, and wrote their gratitude, I thank you from the very bottom of my
heart. I have a wife and 4 children of my own that mean the world to me. To have other children express their
thankfulness is to experience love in its purest form. I am thankful to each one of you and I love you all as my family in
Christ Jesus, our amazing Lord and Savior.

To my adult brothers and sisters, I thank you for the support, warmth, comfort, and continuous prayers. Our safety
and comfort are not always guaranteed, and your prayers are such a welcome and refreshing blessing in the life of both
me and my family.

I hope to write more when I can, and I hope you all are well and living out your lives in a way that is pleasing and
representative of our Lord. God bless you all for everything you do, and for your amazing faith, love, and support.

                                                                                                            ~ With abundant love, Zachary Pletcher

“Thank you” to those people who “undecorated” from our Christmas season – Lori Blair and all the youth that helped
with the poinsettia tree; Jo Anne and Ross Dorneman; Johnny and Linda Grubb; Mary Kline; Sue Marion; Dee and Ed
McCann; Linda Spencer

HILLS AND HEIGHTS COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

On Tuesday, February 17, the Hills and Heights Community Churches will be having our annual Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper starting at 5:00 p.m. at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church.  The Mardi Gras parade will leave for Forest
Hill Presbyterian Church at 7:00 p.m.  The food is always delicious, a brass band will lead our celebrations, and the
fellowship is enjoyable.  Come and join us!

Here are the locations for the Wednesday Lenten luncheons.  The luncheons, which begin at noon, feature speakers
from various outreach ministries in the Hills and Heights area.  Contact Pastor Ben for more information. 

March  4 Woodland Heights Baptist 611 West 31  Streetst

March 11 Forest Hill Presbyterian 4401 Forest Hill Avenue
March 18 Westover Baptist / Rising Liberty 1000 Westover Hills Boulevard 
March 25 Westover Hills Methodist 1705 Westover Hills Boulevard
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BETHANY CONNECTIONS

Dorothy “Dot” Lutto Brown has been a member of Bethany Christian Church for almost
63 years. She married William “Billy” B. Brown, whose family was a part of Cowardin
Avenue Christian Church for many years. She was a part of the old “Bethany Back Row”
for countless years with Bob and Janice Midkiff, Ed and Doris Martin, Joe and Dot Welch,
Joe and Allie Marshall, and scores of others. This group took a lot of trips together,
including a train ride through the Canadian Rockies that Dot said was one of her favorite
trips. Dot’s husband raced boats in the summer, and Dot and their two daughters served as
Billy’s pit crew. With the historic snow storm that has hit the northeast this week, Dot
remembers the 1940 snow storm that brought Richmond to a stop. She remembered the
snow up past her knees, trolley cars freezing to the tracks, and buses unable to run. Her
family didn’t have a car because they lived within a block of the trolley and the bus line. Dot
is 94 years old, currently lives at Brandermill Woods, and enjoys the socializing and exercise
programs there.

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Effective February 1, Betty Stargardt’s new address with her son, Jay, will be 6330 Greystone Creek Road, Mechanicsville,
VA 23111-7527.  The best way to reach her will be on her cell phone at (804) 499-0590.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

“Many years ago, when I worked as a volunteer at a hospital, I got to know a little girl named Liz who was suffering from
a rare and serious disease.  Her only chance of recovery appeared to be a blood transfusion from her 5-year old brother,
who had miraculously survived the same disease and had developed the antibodies needed to combat the illness.  The
doctor explained the situation to her little brother, and asked the little boy if he would be willing to give his blood to his
sister.  I saw him hesitate for only a moment before taking a deep breath and saying, “Yes, I'll do it if it will save her.”

As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed next to his sister and smiled, as we all did, seeing the color returning to her
cheeks.  Then his face grew pale and his smile faded.  He looked up at the doctor and asked with a trembling voice, “Will
I start to die right away?”

Being young, the little boy had misunderstood the doctor; he thought he was going to have to give his sister all of his
blood in order to save her.  You see, understanding and attitude, after all, is everything.”

 

ANNIVERSARIES 
February

 
  6 Chad & Cari Alton 16 
12 Ed & Phyllis Basl 44
14 John & Barbara Kline 45
15 William & Linda Davidson 45
18 Paul & Florence Banks 67
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